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INTRODUCTION. 


ANY are the attacks. which have been 
made upon the great doctrines of the 
KFKeſor mation but of all, that I have met 
with among Proteſtants, none ſeem ſo 
calculated to ſurprize poſterity unawares 
ee into a dangerous way of thinking about 
em. as che late attempt of an anonymous author, en- 
led, The Aſſembly's ſhorter Calechiſin reviſed, and ren- 
d fitter for general uſe, He doubtleſs very well knew 
great reputation and ſucceſs, with-which that Cate- 
iſm has been received, and uſed, by: proteſtant di — 
$ of all denominations, . vpwards by proc years; and 
Et no endeavouts have hitherto been abſe to prevail 
Pon the chief body of them to. throw it up, or to ad- 
it of any other in its ſtead; tho? ſeveral others are ap- 
Foved of, and uſed among them, introductory to it, 
* | B or. 
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| 3 Ae a 
ful method of putting ſomething elſe into their; handy ir 
under the notion of the Aﬀembly s Catechiſm, hie m 
ſubverſive of that ſcheme of principles, ſor es 5 * 
think it has been deſervediy d and uſed hithiſuct 
to. rd 
My deſign is, to offer a fow Remarks this 
thot's * Ti n ob Preface ; and then upon the: Alter 
he has made in che Catechiſm itſelf; and for a Conc 
fion, to add a rief Review of 1 whole. 


. 8 E c 7. 1 4 
REMARKS upon the TirIz.. e 


HE very Title of this performance ſeems tofþnl 
an impropriety in language, and an impoſit 

upon the weakneſs and inadvertency of the popyla 
One might ask, Who gave this gentleman authority 
reviſe the work of others, without their own "conſet 
This, or at leaſt the direction of this, is an author's o 
Proper province; but if any other preſumes to take ti 
office to himſelf, mankind would generally ſuppoſe tinac 
by reviſing tht work, he meant to look it over agaſſha 
n order to mend and improve it, according to its « 
'ginal nature and deſign; and not ml he intended Face 


deſtroy it, to hide or change i overning vie oi 
and to introduce another ſet of Ning es, and then e 


hibir them under the form and notion of its 0707. F he 


5 
A — Pat 
For though this reviſal 2 Fu ſcheme of the ha 
techiſm quite another thing, he would after all have Mu 
_— believe that it is the Aſſembly 0 hou _ — 
title profefſedly calling it, The A Porter it 
chiſm — for general — It muſt indeed ou 
_-own'd, that, as far as his alterations go, it is as fit C 
the uſe of Popifr a of Projeftants, and fitter forthe I 
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RrNMAREKS on the TirLe;” 
naty modern Proteſtants, than of thoſe that abide 
in the firſt doctr ines of the | 
s makes it much leſs fit, than the A/ſembly*s, for their 


r doctrines of chriſtianity and proteſtantiſm, as well 
in thoſe that perſons of all profeſſions agree in. And 
ce this author ſo much aims at general uſe, he might 
n ve formed his Catechiſm ſo, as to take in nothing but 

bare principles of natural religion, which would have 
Jade it fitter be the ſtill more general uſe of Pagans, 

_ Wabometans, Jews, and Deiſts, as well as Chriſtians of all 
Pofeſſions, becauſe they all agree in thoſe principles. 
ut then, though he had done this ever ſo much in the A/ 
mbly's language, it would have been hardly fair to call 
ch a maimed extract their Catechiſm, render*d filter for 
ula@neral uſe; and I ſuppoſe that we, as chriſtians and 


Inguiſhing for our children. But tis leſs fair ſtill to 
at this Title to our author's work, oy he has * 
kn cha the Aſſenbly's language and ſentiments, a 
ade — — of his Catechiſm with doctrines 
agaFhat undermine their known principles. 

ts To countenance his deſign, he takes notice in the pre- 
ace, that our Brethren who adhere to the antipedobaptift 
pinions, have made ſuch changes and additions, as were 
We-ceſary to reconcile it with their peculiar ſentiments. But 
hen he might further have obſerved, that though their 
dditions are but few, and their language is generally 
he ſame ; and though, as far as I find, they have not 
alter*d the ſentiments of the Aſſembly, except in what re- 


ch 
el 
'of 


Pates to their peculiar opinions about Baptiſm ; yet they 


© ¶ pave been ſo juſt as not to call it the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, 


N but have ſet it forth under the Title of a brief Inſtruc- 


ed four Antipædobaptiſt Brethren, for the catbolici/m of his 


fie Catechiſm, ſince their deſign was to make it 4% ca- 
de bolict, by accommodating it to their own peculiar 
| bn Iv: \n(L notions g 


oteſtants, ſhould deſire one more particular and diſ- 


ion in the Principles of Chriſtian Religion. And it ſeems 
little to our author's purpoſe to alledge this example of 


— 


Reformation ; but then 


„who think it their duty to have their children in- 
Qed in what they take to be the important and pecu- 


» 1. 
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bd 
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of theirs, though poſſibly with ſome improvements. 


without fathering it upon them? or why / muſt the 


Page 6. far as the caſe would well admit? But that he may 
: | ac 


Rx MARK s on the PREFACE. 

notions; and he himſelf has made his Catechiſm, i 
thoſe points, as unfit to be uſed by them, as the Aſen f 
R e. 

But to allow all that I think can be urged in ſuppc 
of his Title, I acknowledge that in the preface he ſpeak 
once and again of a few Alterations; But he don't poin 
out the places where any of them may be found ; no 
is it poſſible for the reader to know what they are 
without comparing the two Catechiſms together, by 
which it will appear that his few alterations relate tc 
xear half the anſwers, and that moſt of them are ver 
conſiderable. And even this general ſort of notice ma 
be eaſily ſuppreſs'd, by ſtitching up the Catechiſ 
without the preface; and if it ſhould ever come by 
it ſelf into the hands of one, who is a ſtranger to the 
Aſſembly's, he could not but imagine, from the title at 
the head of this, that he has at leaſt the principal part 


Or if ſo great a miſtake as this ſhould never happen, 
yet, even as the notice now ſtands, this ſpecious Title 
before a performance, that is ſo little anſwerable to the 
author's own deſign, may be thought to carry an air of 


ſomething, that looks little better than an impoſition ar 
upon the world. 2 
S ECT. IL 8 

REMARKS on the PREFACE. on 


Ta author profeſſedly labours in his preface to f' / 
1 fink our regard to the names of men, leſt any F*” 
ſhould be influenced, by their veneration for the Aſem- N 
bly of Divines, to entertain the principles of their Cate- Nd 
chiſm ; and yet at the ſame time he attempts to make : 
uſe of that veneration, to give weight to his own deſign, 
and to miſlead the people by the authority of their th 
names: Otherwiſe, why was not this Catechiſm formed .“ 


reader be preſented with it, as heirs, only with a few lc 
allerations, and that in their method and language too, ſo 7 


REMARKS on the PRETAcE. 


ccommodate- himſelf to the taſte of another ſort 
f readers, who have/not ſo great an eſteem for the A 
mbly, he takes abundance of pains to degrade them, 
d to inſinuate as if a- great majority of the miniſters of p,,, 5. 
r time, were on his ſide of the queſtion about them; 
nd Mr. Baxter, Dr. Cotton Mather, and Dr. Watts, 
e preſſed into the ſervice of defaming their Catechiſm, 
if this author's attempt were agreeable to the ſenti- 
Tents of theſe gentlemen. But all that he cites, or re- 
to, from theſe, falls vaſtly ſhort of the leaſt inti- 

ation, as if they thought that its principal and diſ- 
guiſhing articles ſhould be dropped or altered, a 
iſmrding to his own plan. | 

Mr. Baxter, who, he tells us, was not perfectly pleaſed Narrat. 
the every thing in this Catechiſm, only ſays, as far as I 6f his 
e ati find, Some words in their Catechiſm I could wiſh bad Lite, Fel. 
mw more clear ; but at the ſame time he expreſſes the?: 73- 
nts Ph honour he had for the Aſſembly, without diſcover- 
en the leaſt diſpleaſure againſt any one principle of their 
;rle$<chiſm: And the reader will judge whether this au- 
the Pr has not made ſeveral things /e/5 clear, than they left: 
of 
tion 


m. | 

Dr. Cotton Mather, he further ſays, found fault with 

as not taking in all the particulars which ought to have 
mentioned in a work of this nature, But let us hear 

at theſe particulars are, as we find them in the place 

author refers to. I could wiſh, ſays the Dr. that Pirec- 

ong the articles of ihe miſery of the ſtate into which tions for 

e to fell, there might be inſerted, and enſlaved unto the® — 

any $75 of darkneſs : and that among the articles of Chriſt s the li 

em- Futing the office of a prieſt, there might be this clauſe niſtry, 2. 

rted; in performing perfect obedience to the law of 108. 

, the everlaſling rule of righteouſneſs : and that among 

benefits which in this life do accompany juſtificatian, 

there might be inſerted, The miniſtry of good angels 


med Nur Wa. and ſuccour againſt the temptations of the de- 
But who would have thought that our author 
few d ever ſerve a deſign of expoſing the Am 
b, .o chiſm, by referring to a deſire of ſuch additions as 
ay :? If one may judge by his own alterations, he 

| | would 


—— 


6 REMARKS on the PREFACE: 
would have as much diſreliſhed at leaſt one of theſe; as Fc 
any thing he met with in the Catechiſm itſelf, tho? what 
relates to the miniſtry of good angels, he has in part 
taken into his anſwer to 2, 35, among his own addi-F: 
tions. But in the general courſe of his alterations, in- 
ſtead of. mending the fault, which he ſays the Dr. found 
with the Catechiſm, he has made it much greater, by 
leaving out many particulars, which we may be very ſure 
the Dr. thought could not be ſpared. And as to the 30 
ticulars, which he wiſhed might be added, he at the — er 
time tells his Candidate of the Miniſiry, Though it ie 
| not for you to correct the Catechiſm, yet you mayſ#" 
L in your catecbiſing do juſtice to theſe important arti'® 

cles.“ By this he intimates that he would rather ade 
| viſe to bring them into an Explication, than to length 
— anſwers by introducing them into the catechiſm 
| ſelf. } 
Our author next adds, that Dr. Watts makes the li 


a0 
ut 


re 
complaint, and alſo intimates, as if it did not expreſs H 

very thing in ſuch a manner as might bave been wiſheF8" 

| \ But what he calls the like complaint, is rather a con ur 
| plaint directly con!rary to what he repreſents from Don 
Mather. For Dr. Watts is very ſparing in his wiſhF'0u 

for any additions; and his profeſſed deſign is to furniff It 

| a ſhorter and eaſier introductory Catechiſm for youſſ®* | 
— on children, * becauſe he apprehends that the Aſembiſviſ 
Fin for is too heavy a task for their memories; that ſorF21c 
Children, of the anſwers are formed into too long connect fers 
FP. 21. ſentences for the minds of children to comprehenf/e- 
[| or to remember; and that there is much of ure 
4 ' ſenſe, as well as the ſtyle and language of it, 8 fu 
1x hard for children to underſtand.” This plaippemp 
. ſhews that what the Dr. ſays about the manner of Nr. 
preſſion, is to be underſtood with a particular referef 

to the low capacities of young children; and therefd it 

#. 23. he adds, That the name or character of that vꝙ Is 
rable Aſſembly, who compoſed the larger Catechiſinſe m 
men, and appointed the ſhorter as an excellent 
bridgment of it, for the uſe of the more ignor/ 
can never ſuffer any affront, by having till an eqfif, 


REMARKS on the PREFACE. 7 


as Form of words drawn up for the inſtruction of young 
hat Fhildren in the principles of chriſtianity, to prepare 
art Them for the better underſtanding, and more pro fi- 
di- Table uſe of both their Catechiſms. And whether our 
m- 


uthor, inſtead of remedying what he calls Dr. Watis's 
und 


omplaint, has not given juſt cauſe of ſtill further com- 
laints of that nature, by his alterations and additions, 
reader will eaſily judge when he comes to ſee them. 

But notwithſtanding all that the Dr. has faid with great 

enderneſs of this ſtrain, with reſpect to young chilaren, 

ie frequently ſpeaks of the Aſſembly's > Catechiſm Pedica- 

rich high commendation, calls it a full and comprebenſi de tion, p. 
orm of  Inſtrufion, and expreſſly ſays, ** Far be it from+ 5: 

ane to take out of your hands that valuable Catechiſm 

f the Aſembly of Divines! I am not going to per- 

ade you to lay aſide the uſe of it in your families; 

ut only to render the work of inſtructing your chil- 

ren and ſervants more eaſy and more ſucceſsful.” 

And, „I can fincerely declare, it is far from my de; Collec- 

gn or my wiſh, to exclude this Catechiſm out of tion of 

ur religious families; for if that ſhould once be _ 
dne, 1 Rave much reaſon to fear in our. age, there, peo, 

Sould ſcarce come a better in the room of itt. 
If therefore we may judge of others, even from what 

as been ſaid by theſe, who ate the only miniſters this 

viſer has thought fit to mention, I hope there is no 

aſon to apprehend that any thing like a majority of mini- 

mect ers are gone ſo far as himſelf, in diſapproving of the 

eherf/embly's ſcheme. And I can't but think he has really 

of iored the characters of theſe gentlemen, by what he 

ir, as ſuggeſted about their ſenſe in this matter, while he 
plan mplements them under the reſpectful titles of the great 

ref Hr. Baxter, the worthy Dr. Cotton Mather, and the in- 

eferel nion Dr. Hatts, But it ſeems authority muſt be uſed 

hereſſſd ſtretchꝰd too, when it may ſerve a turn, even whilft 

at ve is exclaiming againſt the wrong biaſs it may give to 

bin e mind. How conſiſtent all this is, let others judge. 

leni 1 know of none who are ſo weak as to imagine that the 

gnorlf/ embly's, or any other Catechiſm of human compo- 

an eite: ia the rule pr ſtandard gf faith: Their * 

f | itſe 


REMARKS on ie PreErACH: E 
irſelf utterly diſclaims all ſuch pretence, whilſt it eff, 
preſsly aſſerts, in anſwer to & 2. that he word of Go 
18 the only rule to direct us bow wwe--may glorify: and enjoÞ 
bim. But their ſhorter Catechiſm has been hither to ge: 
nerally prized, as the moſt excellent ſummary. we. hay, 
ever had, in ſo ſmall a compaſs, of the great prinęiple 

of chriſtian religion, as revealed in the word of 
and this author himſelf is forced to own, that it 5 
been deſer vedlyeſteam'd a moſt excellent work with raſpett: 
Fullneſs and method. We indeed readily agree with him tha 
they were neither infallible nor inſpir d, and that we a 00 
not bound to believe as they did, any further than we ca. 
: perceive that their ſentiments are ſupported by ſubſtantia 
'proofs; and that it is neceſſary and reaſonable io examit 
-the writings of uninſpir d men. But we think th 
principles are generally well ſupported by moſt of t 
Scripture-proofs they have brought to confirm the 
as well as by many other paſſages in the ſacred w 
tings; and for that reaſon, and that alone, we receit 
011 Wenn.) 7:1! tt? h * } 350153893 00) Mig a | 
However, one would have thought that tlie learning 4 
integrity, and piety, of that venerable body pf. mei in 
might have ſkreen'd them from the leſſening reflectio 
this author has been pleaſed to throw upon their ch 
racters, as if they compoſed their Catechiſm under, | 
influence of the prejudices of education, and were carrie 
into ſuch an exceſs of zeal againſt the popiſb dottrine 
the merit of good works, as plainly led tbem into the co 
trary extreme; as if they had not thoroughly. ſtudl 
what he calls ihe inferior points of goſpel divinity, and 
if they did not ſo ell underſtand the religious principſ 
of the bible, nor were ſuch free and diligent ſearch 
into it, as the learned criticks of the preſent age. 
But, as to the Divines of this aſſembly, Mr. Bax 
Narrat. ſays, ** As far asI am able to judge by the informatiq; 
Fol: p. 73-of all hiſtory of that kind, and:by any other evidenſye 
left us, the chriſtian world, ſince the days of the apt "tr 
ſtles, had never a ſynod of more excellent diving , 
(taking one with another) than this, and the ſynodſ - * 
Dort. And Dr. Calamy, in his abridgmeit * 
. 4 | Haxt 
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0 ech . G 
Joftrines of the e both Jy Yogte d 
abroad; and this excellent ſummar A, A. {7 iT: / 


|] ien He, . '46-Thez Eu 
ET pplineſs;mioiftet abilitic 
0 


anMather, „ was compoſed by ther, ui 
* ſmith, and Mr. Newcomen, and 14000 wie We de erpit: g — — 
17 4 by the mot venerable Convention of Divines, that 


ere over fern in our nation,” It was "ſettled in | 155 
preſent am by che deliderate conſultation, an a. 
. Þimous aSreerhe t of above an hundred of thoſe eminent 
. Divines after every one of them at His admiſſion 5 Calamy's 
Jo the wy for had ſeriouſly promis: d and vow Js, 1 Abridg- 
Ine preſence of Almight God, that he wou'd maig; ment, | 
2 ain nothing in po int of doctrihe, but what be belicy” 84. pe 
o be moſt N ro the wah. of God.“ And. this 
as after the doctrines of their Catechiſm We 9 - 
ed by y weigh'd and conſider'd, examin'd and f 
learned and fubtle ady faries for above an 
add 15 It was upon theſe doftrihes,, 4h at,the 
eformation ſubſiſted and 1 all that time 3, and 
Ineſe were thought to be ſuch a barrier againſt Jopery, 
hat in the beginning of King Charles the Firſt's rs 
* the parlfametir. publiſt'd # remonſtrance, in Whie 
hey complain'd of the growth of Arminianiſm, as 3 
ir way to bring in N ery: and at 2 time a Vela 
England writ a letter to os Rector the. college at 
prufſels, in which he ſays, Nowa N. By e planted that 


overeign drug Arminianiſm, w will purge 
Ihe Proteſtants from their Here Ys. 500 It Thu riſhes and 


1 Nals Hiſtory of the er II. 5. 182, 183, be 
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| REMARKS on the PreFace, 
bull lanton, Gilpin, Broughton, Tuckney, Newcomen, Reyneldr, 
ond 2taker, and many others; a conſiderable number of 
hich were members of the Ve minſter Aſſembly. And 
dam perſuaded the word of God has never, ſince their 
Jays, been more cloſely ſtudied or ſtrictly adhered to, 
on the go rule of faith; nor the Spirit of God more 


deriouſly depended upon, and applied to, for guidance 
and$*9 all truth. They took their ſchemes from the ſcrip- 
Pre, and did not bring them to the ſcripture, and force 
e ſacred oracles to comply with their preconceived no- 
Yons ; they were much in prayer for divine illumination, 
Id did not make ſo bold with revelation, and ſet up 
atural light againſt it, or in competition with it, as is 
do much the way of many, who are rank*d among the 
ee enquirers of this age. 
Upon the whole therefore, it is, in my opinion, 
Such more likely that a right underſtanding of the im- 
ortant truths of the goſpel ſhould be obtain'd by ſuch 
\@1mble enquiries, attended with all theſe advantageous 
Ircumſtances, than by the bolder eſſays of more ſelf- 
ficient minds, and by the labour'd wire- drawings of 
eer Criticiſm, tho? never ſo learn'd. The niceties of 
iticiſm may have their uſe another way, eſpecially a- 
inſt the enemies of chriſtianity ; but are not ſo necel- 
, as ſome would have us believe, to adjuſt and ſettle 
e moſt concerning points of Scripture-doZrine, which 
e too plain to need them. 
Nor was the Time of the compoſers of the Aſſembly's 
atechiſm ſo taken 1p in defending the refurmation againſt 
Romaniſts, 'as to have little leſt for thoroughly ſtudy- 


$4 vinity; for, if one may judge by the alterations he has 
eſpel de in their Catechiſm, ſeveral of the doctrines he 


2ans, were indeed the chief points of Goſpel-Divinity 
"hog diſpute between the Romaniſts and them; and en- 
vorig'd the utmoſt attention of their minds to under- 
15 d, explain, eſtabliſh and vindicate them, as the 
anton end baſis of the reformation. I hope the Docfrines of 
ace in oppoſition to our merit may beallow'd to be 

of its important articles; and no points were ' 
| C 2 more 


et N 


oof» what this author calls, he inferior points of Goſpel pg. g. 


very heavy charges againſt them, and that moſtly 


41505 that their readers might be tempted to think, bh, 
bel 


crees t Ives, only aſſert, very nearly in the words « 


| That the decrees of God are his eternal purpoſe, accordin 
* to th? counſel of his own will, whereby for his own glory bf 


acts of men, ſaying, 4+ God from all eternity did, b 


$44 4 - o . 
” 


"EF 
", 


RyManxs-02:the PREFACE.” 
more haragghly Gfrod.agd labour d in thoſe days, tha 
theſe, which did indeed Jead the Aſſembly into, what 
this author is pleay'd, by way of cenſure, to call 40e con 
trary extreme. to the merit of good works, tho”. the) 


— = 
1 


did not thereby encourage licentiouſneſs: And if this wide 


an extreme, it is one of the Apoſtle's making, who ſay 


i. If by grace, iben it is no more of works, otherwiſe graciſece 


is no more grace; hut if it be of works, then it is no mor 
grace, otherwiſe work is no more work. Be a] 

But this author, not contented with ſuggeſting thingſ 
of an unfavourable aſpect upon the ability, unbiaſſedFros 
neſs and impartiality of this venerable Aſſembly, pre 


ceeds to reproach their Principles. He draws up ſever: 


without pointing out the particular doctrines he means hic 


* which is indeed the ſharteſt way of ſtigmatizing, bu ha 


is not always look'd upon as the faireſt, | ut: 
He tells us, They have expreſ'd themſelves. ſo incau 


0d all the actions of men io come from God's ab/olut 
decree as the cauſe : But can any be tempted to think thi 
the A/embly believ'd this, who, with relation to the d 


ſcripture, (Acts ii. 23. and iv. 27, 28. and Eph. i. 11, 


has fore-ordain*d whatſoever ſhall come to paſs ? Muſt ne 
every one confeſs, that there is a wide difference betweel 
God's fore-ordaining whatſoever comes to paſs, and hi 
e/fefively bringing all things to paſs? And the unre 
ſona bleneſs of putting a contrary conſtruct ion upon th 
Aſſembly*s words appears, if we conſider, that in theiſpun 
Confeſſion of Faith, they had fully and clearly explain' 
themſelves upon this very point, with relation to tl 


the moſt wiſe and holy counſel of his own will, free! 
and unchangeably ordain whatſoever comes to paſs 

t ſo, as thereby, neither is God the author of ſin, ne 
is“ violence offer*d to the will of the creatures, nor re. 
the liberty or contingency of ſecond cauſes taken on d | 


| REMARKS: or the Parr Ay.” 
ot rather eſtabliſt'd.” And . altbo* in relation 


| things come to paſs immutably and infallibly ; yer, 
i the ſame 1 (viz. his moſt wiſe and holy pro- 

idence, juſt mention'd) he ordereth them to fall 
ut, according to the nature of ſecond cauſes, either 
Neceſſarily, freely, or contingently.Tet fo, as the 
fulneſs of men's actions proceeds only from the Crea- 
re, and not from God, who, being moſt holy and 
ghteous, neither is, nor can be the Author or Ap- 
rover of ſin.“ And even in the ſhorter Catechiſm it 
if, their very next Anſwer to 2, 8. ſays, God exe- 
tes bis decrees in the works of creation and providence. 
This relates to God's own acts, and not to men's, about 

hich they are — e this Catechiſm, as to 
Fhat ſort of influence 's decrees have upon them. 
ut afterwards they ſay [Anſw. to Q. 13.] that our firſt 
arents being left to the freedom of their own will, fell 
theFom the eſtate wherein they were created by ſinning a- 
ainſt God. If therefore their way of expreſſing them- 
lves about God's decrees is ſuppos'd to miſlead men, 
this Author ſuggeſts, it ſeems to be a charge upon 
e inſpired writers, and upon the Aſſembly tor following 
Jem, in language ſo near to theirs, 
Or can they be accus'd, as he further inſinuates, of 


e but paſſive in their religion, and are hardly to be 
md free-agents whilſt diſcharging their duty? Who 
In admit of ſuch a thought as this, when he reviews 
hat I have but now quoted from their Confeſſion of 
aith under the foregoing Article, and reads the ac- 
Punt, which their ſhorter Catechiſm gives of faith and 


iſt, ſay they, is a ſaving grace, whereby we receive 
d reſt upon bim alone for ſalvation, as he is offer'd 
us in the goſpel: Repentance unto life is a — 
ace, whereby a ſinner, out of a true ſenſe of bis ſin, a 

prebenſion of the mercy of God in Chriſt, does with grief 
d hatred of bis ſin, turu from it unto God, with — 
| | Purpoſe 


fore-knowledge and decree of God, the firſt Cauſe, Art 2, 4- 


ring their readers to think that the followers of Jeſus p , 


pentance, and bow the word 1s to be read and heard, Anf. to Q. 
at it may become effectual to ſalvation ? Faith in Jeſus 86, 87, 90. 


— 
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pur poſe of, and endeavours after new obedience : And Thai, | 
' . the word may become effeftual to ſalvation, we muſt at 
tend thereto with diligence, preparation and prayer, r 
ceive it with faith and love, and lay it up in our bearts 
and prattiſe it in our lives, Is this the language of per 
fons, who would tempt us to think that the follower 
of Feſus are but paſſive in their religion, and can hardly 
be term'd free-agents whilſt diſcharging their duty | 
Don't this repreſent them to be, under the influence o 
divine grace, as freely active in religion, as in any con zz 
cerns of life whatſoever ? 
This Author would further have us believe, that AA 
P.;, Aſſembly in this performance have convey'd ſuch a Scbenq pol 
of principles (with regard to abſtruſe points of Doctrine 
as in its conſequences weakens the obligations to practical re 
ligion. What the particular doctrines are, which he 
thinks fit to call abſtruſe points of theſe miſchievous conf 
ſequences, I am at a loſs to determine, ſince he ha 
not told us. But if, as I ſuppoſe, he means the doc 
trines, which in his general way he had before reflected 
upon, what has been already remark'd may help te 
ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of drawing ſuch conſequenc 
from them. And ſurely no impartial perfon can think 

that any juſt conſequences of this nature can be deduced 
from their Scheme, whilſt he obſerves how indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary it makes practical religion to be unto ſalvation 
and how, upon principles of the Grace of God, they en 
courage and inforce it, and lead to the only ſprings c 
ſtrength for a due performance of its Duties. The) 
ſpeak of Sanctification, as belonging to all that are ef 
Anſ. toQ. fectually call*d, and deſcribe it to be, The work of Gd 
32, & 35: ſree grace, whereby we are renew'd in the whole mani 
after the image of God, and are enabled more and more t 
die unto ſin, and live unto rightcouſneſs; and then tell us 
Anſ. to Q The duty which God requires of man, is obedience to b 
39, 49-85, revealed will; and the rule which God at firſt reveal' d 
97 man for his obedience, was the moral law; and to eſcaga 
the wrath and curſe of God due to us for fin, God require 
of us faith in Jeſus Chriſt, repentance unto life, with ih 
diligent uſe of all outward means, whereby Chriſt com: 


Cal. 
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tes 10. u the benefits of redemption 3 and it is required of 
em that. would worthily partake of the Iagrd's-Supper, 
at they examine themſelves of their Knowledge to diſcern 
„Lord's body, of their faith to feed upon bim, of their 
dentance, love, and new obedience, left coming unwor- 
ily they eat and drink judgment to themſelves. Add to 
| this, that they go into a clear and ſtrong repreſen- 
tion of the obligations we are under to keep every 
ver mmand of the moral law, according to their judi- 
pus and extenſive explication. of its various precepts. 
Nou, can ſuch a deſign and management as this, ever 
© ogg me under the imputation of weakening the obligations to 
attical religion? Surely, taking all the parts of their 
rechiſm together, in their fair and obvious connections 
d dependences, as we ought to do the epiſtles of the 
Poſtles, and all writings whatſoever; no Scheme of 
inciples, collected by men, was ever better calculated 
encreaſe and promote practical religion, or to leave 
| he; room for the imaginary temptation and ſcaring 
CONFnſequences, which this Author would palm upon them: 
had if he thinks the Aſſembly have aſcrib'd too much 
JocY the grace of God, and too little to man, I am per- 
ded many others, upon reading his alterations, will 
nk that he has laid a foundation for aſcribing too 
ich to man, and too little to God's grace. 
But to blacken the A/embly's principles as much as 
ible, he further ſuggeſts, that heir catechiſm may P. 6. 
altended with ill conſequences to thoſe that learn it, 
n in riper years they come to converſe with the more 
cious part of mankind, and read the writings of the 
able and rational of our modern Divines. What theſe 
| oo 5 aa are, our Author has not thought fit to 
cify ; but he certainly cannot mean the learners em- 
cing the notions of theſe modern Divines; for 
would be ſo far from an ill conſequence in his 
ount, that it is the very thing he would have. Doth 
Ihen mean, as it ſeems he doth, their turning either 
nfidelity in principle, or immorality in practice, or 
h? If ſo, let me ask him, When any, who have been 
giouſly educated in the principles of the Aſembh's 


cdl e- 


eatrebiſn, have afrerwaids turnꝰd Repticks or prop 
is it owing to the education itſelf; or to the 'injquit 
of their own. hearts, and the corruptions of the age 
Conſequences of this fort may as well be charg'd up 
all religious education, and upon the bible itſelf. 
However, it is but a poor compliment upon be mn 
judicions part of mankind, and the 2 s of the moſt al 
and rational df our modern divines, to i te, that the 
ill confequences are occaſion'd by being afterwards cc 
verſant with tem; for it ſeems theſe learners of 
Aſſembly's catrchiſm would not have been unſettled 
the principles and practice of religion, nor have loft t 
good impreſſions they-receiv'd by the doctrines of d 
ceatechiſm, had they not been fo unhappy, as to cc 
verſe with theſe more judirioxs people, and to read the 
moſt able and rational modern. The Aſſembly's pri 
ples, by this Author's own ſuggeſtion, had better 
fects got them, till cheſe moderm gave them a caſt 
their office to deface them; and no bad conſequent 
follow'd, till they were perſuaded to give up the C 
which they had been taught in their younger ye: 
And I fuppoſe this. Gentleman himſelf would thin 
no breach of charity to own, that theſe perſons wt 
better men, and were in a fairer way for heaven befogf 
than after thts change. _— ar es 
But can he fay that there have not been the like ill ce 
ſequences of this fort of converſation, and reading, ame 
fuch, as never learnt the Aſ#mbly's caterhbiſm'? If we wilh 
to look into the number of Apoſtates from all religic 
ſhould we not find as many, or more, in proportion 
mong theſe? And is not the numberof thoſe, that contit 
ſtedfaſt in their profeſſion of chriſtian religion, and iA 
are an honour to it in their lives, and finiſh well at 
e ee as great, at leaſt, among ſuch as 
been educated in the principles of this catechiſm, : 
mong others ofa different ſort of education? Fhave kno 
ſeveral my ſelf, who never ferioufly concern'd themſel 
about religion at all, till, in riper years, they 
brought to embrace theſe principles, which before 
had been utter ſtrangers, or enemies to; but who aſſhbinꝰ 


Wah im 
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Wds were exemplary chuiftians in all holy converſa- 
© aa&podlineſs: And F know multitudes, who think 
theſe principles have the happieft tendency of all 
rs to preſerve them from every kind of Apoſtacy ; 
that were it not for the hold which theſe, by divine 
e, have upon them, they ſhould ſoon throw up all re- 
on, and be in the utmoſt danger of ſinking into 
arigbt infidelity. 1 therefore can't but hope that 
e conſequences of loarning the A/embly's Catechiſm, 
only the creatures of a ſevere imagination, that is 
Wudiced againſt it. [919 
However, what I have been obſerving may ſuggeſt, 
there is one conſequence of young people's be- 
n inſtruted in the principles: of this Catechifm, 
ch, perhaps, our author may think an ill one; and 
is, that many of them, when they have not 
/ learn*d, but have likewife taſted" and felt the 
er of its Scripture-dodtrines, can't eaſily be pre- 
ed upon to embrace the new ſchemes of our o- 
rational Divinesz but are ſo fenced and guarded 
inſt them, that there is little encouragement for 
to attempt to ſeduce them. This conſequence 
ed has, by the bleſſing of God, attended the 
ning of this catechiſm, in many inſtances. But 
was what the compilers of it defign'd, and what 
godly anceſtors, who have handed it down, and 
phe it to their children, earneſtly deſir'd, and 
'd forz and for this there is' ground to believe 
many will have reaſon to bleſs God to all eter- 


cientious men may be under, who ſhall be called to 
b this Catechiſm, and the complaints that have been 
"Wy made of the Church of Rome, for obſtinately reje#F- 
alterations in conſtitutions and compoſures that are 
ely buman : Theſe, I humbly think, can't affect 
of our miniſters, unleſs this Catechiſm were im- 
-*= 9d by ſubſcriptions and oaths, or the uſe of it were 
al od by authority, or the like. But I know of no 
wah impoſitions or injunctions amongſt us; every one 
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As to the difficulties, which, the author ſays, ſeveral p. 6, „ 


P. 6. 


is at liberty to uſe it, or not; or to explain it, or 


miniſters. And we may be aſſured, that ſuch peop 


' they are only drawn into a deluſion, to ſkreen the 


REMARKS on the PREFACE. 


ven to explain it away, juſt as he pleaſes, as many 
the Bible itſelf: Nor do I ſee how conſcience can 
brought under greater difficulties in this caſe, than 
all other miniſtrations, which may not be agreeal 
to the judgment and taſte of the people, to whom « 


as would be diſpleaſed with their miniſters for lay! 
aſide the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, would be much more 
far uſing this author's in its ſtead, if they underſte 
the difference there is between them; and if they 
led into an ignorance of this, by the ſpecious title 
the Aſſembly's Catechiſm reviſed, or by any other a 


niſter from their reſentments. If therefore there 


any, who are ſcrupulous upon this head, it is m ly 
more honeſt, either not to catechize at all, or elſe RU 
uſe. ſome other Catechiſm, called by its proper nan 4 


than to father one upon the Aſſembly of Divines, to cc 
ciliate favour to their own different and contrary ſen 
ments. 
It is indeed pretended, That this author's deſign wa; 
frame the catechiſm in ſuch a manner, as that ſeveral c 
troverſies, which don't concern things abſolutely neceſſary 
ſalvation, may be paſt by; and to ſet ſome points of d 
trine in à clearer light, and add ſome conſiderations « 
proofs worthy of notice; and that his changes are for 
better. But of all theſe things the reader muſt juds 
And I heartily concur with this author, in —. /i 
milting io the conſideration of all, that will take the pa 
to examine, whether theſe changes be of this ſort, or 
J have taken a little pains this way myſelf, and up 
imparually comparing both Catechiſms together, ca 8 | 
but think, that tho* the moſt excellent human co 5 
poſitions are not incapable of improvement; yet th 
have been often marred, by attempting to mend the 
and that our author has unhappily miſcarried in 

eſſay to mend this. 22 gi 1 
As to his Scripture-progfs, tho' I will not ſay t 
none of them are any where more appoſite than ſon 
I | 


* 
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2 exceeding pertinent to heir purpoſe, but ſub- 


iſadvantage. But it don't fall in with my deſign 
Framine the propriety of either his or the Aſſembly's 
fs, which would be entering into the argument 


, with relation to the Queſtions and Anſwers, which 
conceal'd or alter*d, and to ſet them in a true light, 
the reader may judge of them; and not at dif- 
ng the principles themſelves: For this would lead 
a field of controverſy too large for me to go 


pugh, in conſiſtence with my other engagements; | 


would be acting over again, what has been labo- 
ſly canvaſſed and debated for many years paſt, by 

elſe Bous writers of the greateſt name, 
But, as this author has given no marks of diſtinction 
o cis Queſtions and Anſwers, to ſhew where his omiſſions, 
Frations, and additions may be found, or what they 
; *tis but a piece of juſtice to the world to point 
out, that they may ſee what they loſe, and how 
Itcbey are impos'd upon, under the venerable name 
be Aſſembly of Divines; and that they may judge 
of 4 ther, in many places where he has attempted, 
Wt he calls changes for the better, he has not inju- 
fly mangled their Catechiſm, and made it worſe, 


_ etimes with reſpect to obſcurity and prolixity, and 
h others, with reſpect to defects in ſome important 
) ate of faith and practice too, and with reſpect to 


rupt additions and changes. The reader will have 
great difficulty in judging of theſe, as he goes a- 
g thro? the ſeveral alterations, which this author has 
de in the Catechiſm : Some of theſe, I allow, are 


* of ſo great conſequence as others; but whether 
che be of more or leſs, I have given a view of them 
in| exactly in the order wherein he has placed them; 


| have added brief remarks upon each, only juſt 


Wdency of ſuch alterations, and the probability 


he Aſſembly's; yet, by what I have obſerved, it 
s eafy to ſhew that he has left out ſeveral, which 


ve of his own 3and that he has chang'd others to 


and con. I only aim at repreſenting matters of 


ſhew the nature and deſign, or at leaſt the 
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of learners being miſſed by them. This u 
often be eaſily judged of by the words themſe| 
and ſometimes comparing them with ** 
Aſſembly had ſaid, fince it muſt be ſuppoſed chat 
author's alterations were not made without a delig 
and this may ſuggeſt a determinate ſenſe of f 
paſſages, which otherwiſe might have admitted 6 
different turn, and may awaken an attention to che 
which otherwife might have been overlooked. / 
By this method of confidering them, any one ¶ he 
fee how unlike this Catechiſm is to the Aſſembly's, 
what fort of doctrine it would introduce, inſtead 
cheirs. This, I ſuppoſe, may recommend it to ſo 
but, I hope, the majority of neither miniſters nor | 
ple are ſo far gone, as to be of that mind. And a 
all, Lam far from charging this author himſelf with 
tending in every alteration, what I take to be its ml 
natural ſenſe, or at leaſt ſuth a ſenſe, as the learn 
his Catechiſm may be ſuppoſed to be in danger of 
derſtanding by ir. But whatever were his deſign, 
real tendency of his alterations are the ſame in thr 
ſelves; and it is proper to obſerve what they are. 
The queſtions and anſwers which I have taken 
notice of, are the ſame in both Catechiſms z and if 
reader ſupplies theſe by turning to the Aſſembly's, 
will thereby have this autbor's compleat z ſince all 
alterations he has made in the Catechiſm itſelf, are dr: 
out, and diſtinguiſhed by different Characters in 
following ſection. And for the reader's convenien 
the Aſſembly's own Catechiſm is added, as an 4p 
dix to the whole. | 
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| r 11 2. Anſ. The word 
of God, which is con- 

ned in the Scriptures of the 
d and new teſtament, is the 
ly rule to direct us how we 


ay glorify and enjoy bim. 
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8G. Wy oc 5c 
\LTERATIONS of the ASSEMBLY's Cate- 
chiſm, and REMARKS wpon them. 


REVISAI. 
Ueft. 2. Auſ. The word 
of God, which is con- 
tained in the Scriptures of the 
old and new teſtament, is nor 
only a ſufficient, but the prin- 
cipal rule to direct as how we 


This alteration ſinks the 
pect to the antient proteſt 


of 
ZN, 
t N 
1e opinions of fathers, or 
by df popes, 


Og. 6. How many perſons 
here in the Godbrad? 
Anſ. There are three perſons 
the God head, the Father, the 
don, and the Holy Ghoſt, and 
heſe three are on? God, the 
ame in ſubſtance, equal in pou- 


1 may glorify and enjoy him. 


Aſſembly's ſenſe, with re- 
ant doctrine of the perfec- 


on of Scripture, as the only rule of faith and practice 
o chriſtians ; and leaves room for a thought, as if there 
ere ſome other ſufficient rule, even to ws, of glorifying 
nd enjoying God; but don't name what that other 
Mule is, whether it is natural reaſon, or tradition, or 


the decrees of councils or 


2. 6. Do not the Scriptures 
give us an account of more 
divine perſons than one ? 

A. The Scriptures give au 
account of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, and that this e- 
wer-bleſſed Trinity were entire- 


ly united in compleating the 


r and glory. 
FE: | maſt glorious of all God's works. 


Every one will obſerve how near this alteration 
omes to the Aſſembly's Language. But it is remark- 
able, that tho? the queſtion: is about divine perſons, the 
anſwer don't give them that title, but only ſpeaks of 
hem as a Trinity of ſomethings, entirely united in 
ompleating the moſt glorious of all God's works, 
hich, as we may judge by the author's proofs, (Matt. 

, xxviii. 


C 


AT FERATIONS' M the. CaTECAISM, Cc. 
xxviii. 19. and 1 Cor. xii. 4, 5, 6, and 1 Job. v. 7, 
mean only thoſe works that relate to the œcο O] 
of ſalvation. By this anſwer, he drops the notion bo 
of the perſonality of all the bleſſed three, and of thi 
true and proper divinity of 'the Son and Holy Ghoſt 
and is filent about their concern in others of God 
works; as if the bleſſed three were not entirely unitet 
in creation, &c. And he. leaves the learner, amidf 
all confuſion, to apprehend, either that this ever-blefled 
Trinity are, he knows not what; or, that they ar 
only different names of the one God; or, that tht 
Son and Holy Ghoſt are diſtin. Gods of an inferiof 
nature, entirely different from the one only living and tru 
God, mentioned in the foregoing. queſtion and an 
— r : | 


ASSEMBLY, 

J, What are the deerees | Ra 
of God? 1 1 

Anſw. The decrees of God d a 
are his eternal purpoſe, ac-|_ 11 ſigr 
cording to the counſel of his > 
own will, whereby, for his out 
own glory, he hath fore-or- golf 
dain'd whatſoever ſhall come | 2X f. 
to paſs. 


This queſtion and anſwer our author has entirely< 
ſuppreſs'd, without ſubſtituting any other in thei 

room, But ſurely a ſcheme - of Chriſtian religio 
muſt be thought very defective, if it takes no man 
ner of notice of God's decrees, as ſome how or other 
leading the way to all his concerns with his creature 
This author doth indeed afterwards (An/w. to Q. 19. 
ſay, that God purpoſed from eternity to ſhow ſpecial fa 
vour to mankind, which we ſhall conſider in its place 
But it ſeems, by his total omiſſion of this part of thi 
Catechiſm, as if we were to believe, that in all othet 
caſes, the Scripture-doctrine, and even our natural no 
tions of God's decrees, as founded in his own perfec 
tions, and dominion over his creatures, were incapa 
ble of being expreſs'd with any caution, ſufficient tc 
| prevent 


ALTERATIONS u the CaTEcursM, Cc. 


Vent our being tempted to tbint, that: all the ations 
diu men come from God's abſolute 'decyer, as the cauſe. 


face, page 12, 13. | 

oft N. B. The author's leaving out this queſtion and 
oder, makes a difference between the numbers of bis 
nid of the Aſembiy's queſtions and anſwers, till we 
nid ne to number 85, ety 
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28. How doth God execute 9. 7. Under what general 


Ai. God executes his de-| ranged ? 

es in the works of creation] Anſ. All God's works may be 

d providence. ranged under thoſe of creation 
| | and providence. 


Ranged is a hard word for children to underſtand ; 
t it ſeems our author choſe to put his queſtion 
d anſwer in this manner, that he might purſue his 
ſign of biding all thoughts, in this place likewiſe, 
out God's decrees, and about his own aCtings ac- 
rding to them, even in what relates to creation it- 
f, as well as to his providential government. 


2. 9. Ar The work of | 9. 8. Anſ. The work of 
ation is God's making all |creation is God's making all 


hel gs of nothing, by the word things of nothing, by the word 
3 10G his power, in the ſpace of |of his power, and particularly 
nan days, and all very good. this world of ours, out of a con- 
thet | fuſed maſs, in the ſpace of tix 
ure | days, and all very good. 

19, 


T7 How far the philoſophical opinion, pointed to in 

s addition, may be right or wrong, is no part of my 
chihovince to determine. But this author's way of exprel- 
Fs it ſeems needleſly to lengthen out the anſwer, and 
puzzle and miſguide the mind of the young cate- 


a confuſed maſs; and may be apt to think that this world 
ours relates only to the earth and the ſea: He may 
Jewiſe find it hard to reconcile creating al! things 
out 


botſſſe the remarks already made on This article in the 
/ 


decrees? | | heads may all God's works be 


umen, who may he confus'd enough in his notion 


23 


2 Ar TERATTOU8G 4 f CATI Ge. f 
| _— nothing, with creating ibis world out of "the « 
fuſe 


mai: Perhaps he may think that this world 
created out of this confuſed maſs, whatſoever it w 
inſtead of being created out of nothing or elſe th 
this confuſed maſs was nothing; and ſo will be at 
loſs to. know whether the world were created out 
ſomething, or nothing: ſurely here wants perſpicuity at 
exaCtneſs, | 1 0 
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12. Anſ. When God! 2. 11. Anſ When Gy 
« created c fe — — —— Is he — 
into a covenant of life with him, | proſpect of happineſs and c 
condition perfect obe-| nual life, if he prav' d:obedien 
ence, forbidding bim to eat] and did, for the trial of his o 
of the tree of 1 of dience, forbid him to eat 


and evil, upon pain of] the tree of knowledge of goc 
2 land evil, upon pain of death. 


This anſwer, like moſt of the foregoing, is ſomewhi 
longer than the Aſſembly's; throws off the notion of 
covenant, or promiſe of life, in the way of God's deal! 
with man in his original ſtate ; and the notion of the ni 
ceſſity of perſect obedience, even in that ſtate, as the cor 
dition of life : It leaves us at an uncertainty, whether 
happineſs and life would have been continued, in caſe 
prov*d obedient ; and whether his fincere, tho? imperfe 
obedience, might not have been accepted, provid 
had but refrain'd from eating of the tree of knowledg 
of good and evil, during his ſtate of probation. 


9. 14. Anſ. Sin is any] D. 13. Anſ. Sin is 2 
want of conformity to, or | voluntary want of conformi 
tranſgreſſion of, the law off to, or tranſgreſſion of, t 
God. | law of God. © 


The word voluntary is full hard enough for a chi 

to underſtand, and ſeems to leſſen, if not entirely to fc 

_ aſide, the moral diſorder or depravity brought upo 
human nature by the fall, before we become capabl 
of rational action, and ever afterwards, all our liviis w 
long, except juſt while there are ſome explicit acts n 
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ty, or offence to God and his law, in an habitual 
jenation-of the heart from them, or in an irregular 
als againſt them. | 
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ut N. 16. Did all mankind fal 9. 15. Did all mankind fall 
/ a0 Adam's firſt tran ſgreſſion tho Adam's firſt trangreſſion? 
Bl An. The covenant being] Anſ. Adam leing the bead 
ade with Adam not only for | and father of mankind, all who 
m/elf, but for his poſterity, all| deſcended from him by ordi- 
Mankind deſcending from him n:ry generation, fell with him 

ordinary generation, ſimnea| thro? his firſt tranſgreſſion. 

him, and fell with him 1 
firſt tranſgreſſion. ww | 


The bead of mankind in this anſwer ſeems, accord- 
s to the author's way of treating this ſubject, to ſig- 
h iy only a natural head, and ſo it leaves out the no- 
on of our being any way concerned in a covenant 
rhMich Adam, as our common repreſentative: And the 
venant's being made with Adam for himſelf, as well as 
r his poſterity, and their ſinning in bim, are entirely 
opt; as if there were no covenant made with him; 
d as if his fin had no relation to us, as fœderally 
cluded in him, and there were no foundation of righ- 
ouſneſs laid in ſuch a conſtitution, for either his own," 
our being cut off from the bleſſings of the primitive 


anſgreſſion, is to me more intelligible and determi- 
ate, as well as more conſonant to Scripture-Phraſeo- 


to man fell? | fin? 1 

Anſ. The ſinfulneſs of that] Anſ. «ll brought man- 
ate Bo: man fell, con- kind into a — of ſin, as in 
s in the guilt of Adam's ff conſequence 7 the fall, men were 
» the want of original righ-\ born with 


hi 
o ſe 
0 
A N 
live 
8 0 


is whole nature, which is com- with, were more 
non called original fin, 72 clined to "I ar 
/ 


ongly in- 
0 470 able 
and 


e will falling in with it; as if there were no contra- 


ate, and plung'd into the evils of a fallen ſtate, on the 
count of his ſin. And falling with Adam in his firſt 


gy, than falling with him tbro' his firſt tranſgreſſion. 


. 18. Wherein conſiſts the] Q. 17. How did the fall 
nfulneſs of that eſtate where-| bring mankind into a ſtate of 


5 perfect conſtitu 
ouſneſs, and the corruption of tions thaw Adam was created 


25 
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ther with all aftual tranſereſ-| end diſpos'd te good, which if 
frons which proceed frow & Fame 2 unhapp 17 to ad 


** 


al tranſgreſſions, and habits 

wicke neſs. : 
This anſwer is very tedious and obſcure, and repre 
ſents our preſent ſtate of ſin, only as a conſequence 
the fall; but it ſtrikes off the imputation of zhe g 
of Adam's firſt fin, and weakens the notion of 01 
want of original righteouſneſs, and of the corruption 
our whole nature, together with their influence upt 
aua! tranſgreſſions. For this deſcription of the ſta 
of ſin, into which the fall brought mankind, lies on 
in the following things, (1.) Men were (and I ſuppoſe tt 
author will allow that they ſtill are) born witb leſs pe 
fe. conſtitutions than Adam was created with, whic 
| ſeems rather to belong to the miſery than to the ſinful 
' neſs of this ſtate, and to intimate that Adam was cr 
ated with a conſtitution not entirely perfect, but on 
more perfect than ours now is. (2.) Men are m 
ftrongly inclined to evil; which, by natural conſtructiot 
ſuppoſes that Adam was originally inclin*d to evil, the 
not ſo ſrongliy as men now are ſince the fall; but 
this is ſuppoſed, it caſts a hard reflection upon the he 
ly God, his maker. (3.) They are leſi able and di 
poſed to good; which, by. like conſtruction, ſuppoſe 
that there is ſtill a natural ability and diſpoſition 1a! 3 
$o0d in fallen man, tho? not ſo much as Adam had be 
ore the fall. (4.) Theſe things become an unbappy int 
to actual tranſgreſſions, and habits of wickedneſs ; which 
may ſuppoſe that the alteration made upon us by th 
fall, has not introduc'd a principle productive of ac 
tual tranſgreſſions, but is only become an unhappy in 
let or occaſion to them, which is no more than may bt 
ſaid of the mutability and unwatchfulneſs of our fir 
parents, with reſpe& to the fir iranſgre/ion; and 
it may further ſuppoſe that the habits of wickedneſ 
or propenſions towards it, are only the effects and con 
ſequences of actual fins. By this account of things, the 
notion of original ſin is deſtroy d, as the Aſſembly de 


} 
{ 


E 


® YN Artenatrons 7+ te Chricuiinn, fe, 25 
% d to repreſent it, and as it has uſually been under- 
od. But it ſeems all this is as near the Aſſembly's 

irs Wrenage as our author thinks tbe caſe would well admit, 

Jo there is hardly a word of the Aſſembly's language 

re it. : | 
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| 2. 19. What is the miſery | 9. 18. How did the fall 
| 7 at eftate whereinto man 5 F into 4 ſtate of 
. miſery? 
Anſ. All mankind by their 225 The fall brought man- 
] loſt communion with God, | Lind into a ſtate of miſery, in 
e under his wrath and curſe | ſubjefting them to mortality, 
d ſo made liable to all miſe-J with the diſeaſes and pains at- 
5 in this life, to death itſelf. tending it, and as it gave occa- 
to 'the pains of hell 7 fron to more numerous tempta- 
er. | tions, by yielding to which, and 
thereby 3 their natural 
corraiption, they loſt commu- 
nion with God, and were made 
liable to farther calamities in 
this life, and to eternal death, 
as the conſequence of all. 


This anſwer is exceſſively tedious, confus'd, and dif. 
ult for a young mind to remember, and take in, 
leaves out the notion of any of theſe miſeries coming 
on mankind: in a penal way, on the account of the 
I; and intimates as if communion with God it ſelf, 
ere continued to us after the fall, 'till we loſe it by 
lding to temptations, and thereby increaſing our natural 
ic Hrruption; and as if this natural corruption were no 
Sr to communion with God, *till it is increas'd by 
ding to temptations: And yet, even after we have 
us yielded to temptations, and increas'd our natural 
$'ruption (which, if it relates to any moral diſorder, be- 
Wngs rather to the /infulneſs than to the miſery of our 
len ſtate) our being made liable to farther calamities 
this life, and to eternal death, are repreſented but 
on the conſequence of all; which may be interpreted, as 
God's wrath and curſe did not bind us over to them, 

the juſt reward of our iniquities. Surely this is 
ifferent language, and a very low view of the fall, to 
| E 2 what 


I 
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what the Aſembly has given us; and there ſeems to Here 
a want of accurate and diſtinct ideas in this and the lal 
anſwer, to prevent their intrenching upon each other 
province. 


ASSEMBLY« ReviSAL, 

2 20. Did God leave all | 9. 19. Did God leave ma 
mankind to periſh in the ſtate of | kind to periſh in the ſtate of 
fin and miſery ? and miſery? 

Anſ. God having, out of hie An,. God having, out of hi 
meer good-pleaſure, from all] meer good-pleaſure, pwrpoſe 
eternity, elected ſome to ever-| from eternity to ſhea ſpecial fa 
laſting life, did enter into a co-| vour to mankind, did enter int 
venant of grace, to deliver them} a covenant of grace, to deli 
out of the ſtate of fin and mi- ver them out of a ſtate of ſi 
ſery, and to bring them into a] and miſery, and to bring then 
ſtate of ſalvation by a Re- into an eſtate of ſalvation b 
deemer. E Redeemer. 


* 


Leaving out the word all in the Queſtion, ſeems to in 
timate that God has left none of mankind to periſh in 
ſtate of ſin and miſery, but that all are to be ſaved: ac 
cordingly, the Anſwer ſhuts out every apprehenſion 
as if God had choſen any of mankind more than other 
to eternal life, or deſign'd any diſtinction of ſpecial fa 
vour to ſome of them, more than to the reſt of th 
world; and leaves room to ſuppoſe, that he purpos“ 
from eternity to ſhew ſpectal favour to every individu: 
of the human race, without diſtinction, and enter'd i 
to a covenant of grace with them all, and equally alike 
beathens as well as others, to deliver and fave them by 
a Redeemer. 


2.21. Who is the Redeemer | ©: 20. Who is the Redeem 
of God's elect ? of mankind ? 
Anſ. The only Redeemer} Anſ. The only Redeemet 


of God's elef, is the Lord je-] of mankind is the Lord Jeſ 


ſus Chriſt, who being the eter-| Chriſt, who being the etern 
nal Son of God, became man. | Son of God, aſſum'd the ha 
and fo was and continues to be | man nature, or became mar 
God and Man, in two diſtin | and ſo was and continues to be 
natures, and one perſon, for e- both God and Man, perfect 
vor. 22 to be a proper and « 
© TU /ufficient Saviour. 

Here 


wh 
ral 
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Were the author uſes ſome words, I fear, too hard for 
ren to underſtand, and lengthens the anſwer, as 1 
„to very ill purpoſe, not only extending Chriſt's 
1ption to all mankind alike, as in his former anſwer ; 
lſo expreſſing the union of the two natures in Chriſt, 
e indeterminately than the A/embly has done, and 
mawing the learner at liberty, either ſo to confound the 
natures of Chriſt, as to make them but one nature, 
that of the human ſpecies, conſiſting of ſoul and 
yz; or elſe to conceive of a union between them, 
thing different from a perſonal union; and that, 
tever the union is and continues to be, it may ſome 
or other be diſſolved: All which extremes, the 4/- 
h's Catechiſm carefully guards againſt, in the words, 
diſtinct natures, and one perſon, for ever, which our 
or has left out. And with what propriety he ſpeaks 
hriſt's being both God and Man, and of his being 
eflly qualified to be an all-ſufficient Saviour, is hard to 
when we conſider the low view he before had given 
he Son and Spirit, (Anſ. to Q, 6.) and his variation 
he following queſtion and anſwer, 


— 
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tha. 22. How did Chriſt, be. | Q 21. Was Chriſt's fleſhly 
os'('be Son of God, become man ? | ature produc'd in the ſame 
dual". Chriit ze Son of God | manner with that of other men? 
J in" nan, 10 taking to him- Anſ. Chriſt's fleſhly nature 
; a true body and a rea ſon- | was produc'd in a very different 


ſoul, being conceived by | manner from that of other men, 
power of the Holy Ghoſt, | being conceiv'd by the power 
he womb of the virgin Ma | of the Holy Ghoſt, in the 
and born of her, ye; with-| womb of the virgin Mary, and 
ſin. born of her, /o as to be no 
way an occaſion of the leaſt de- 


filement or ſin. 


Here he again prolongs the anſwer, and ſeems to 
imate that Chriſt aſſum'd only human fleſh, without 
Wuman ſoul; and leaves us uncertain whether he had 
proper ſou], diſt inct from the divine nature, or not; 
whether he were properly God, or properly Man; 
rather, leads us to think that he was neither one nor 
3 the 


29 
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9. 24. A. Chrift executes, 
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the other, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the expreſſions, | 
was fomething, different from both: And Chriſt's bei 
born without fin, is chang' d into his being ſo born, « 
be no way an occaſion of the leaſt defilement or ſin, to | 
off the hint, as I ſuppoſe, which the Aſembly had 
given, of the doctrine of original fin, as relating to 


the office of a Prophet, in re- 


vealing to us by his word and 
Spirit, the will of God for our 


| falvation. 
Here this author taking a hint, as may be preſumg 
from Dr, Vatis, about adding Chriſt's example of holi 
to his offices, throws it into his prophetick off 
but the Dr. feems to conſider it like an office by 
ſelf, And tho? I think Chriſt's example ought to ha 
had a place in ſome part of the Catechiſm, yet it ſeen 
not proper to reſtrain it to his prophetick office; | 
if it were, it may be included in his revealing 
us the will of God by his word, ſince the only inſtr 
tions we have by his example, are found in his word, 


9. 25. Auf. Chriſt executes 


the office of a Prieſt, in his 
once offering vp of himſelf, a 
ſacrifice to ſatisfy divine juſtice, 
and reconcile us to God, and 
in making continual interceſ- 
ſion for us. 


REVISAL. 

9. 23. Anſ. Chriſt exert 
the office of a Prophet, in 
vealing to us, by his word, 
ample, and Spirit, the will 


God for our ſalvation. 


28 

CC 

fro: 

48 Anſ. Chriſt 3 
24. Anſ. Chriſt execut 

the office of a Prieſt, in | * 


once offering himſelf a fact 
fice to ſatisfy for our ſins, at 
reconcile us to God, and 
making continual interceſſi 


for us. 


F 

Here offering up of himſelf a ſacrifice to fatis 5 
| divine juſtice, is chang'd into, offering himſelf a ſaciq» 
| fice to ſatisfy for our ſins, without ſaying te whois 
= the ſatisfaction was made; as if it were not made f 
; x God, as requiring the puniſhment of ſin; or as if h ng 
4 Juſtice did not demand the ſatisfaction; tho? the Scrig ſe, 
Reb. ix. ture expreſsly ſays, Cbriſt offered himſelf without ſpot he 
| 14. and God, and gave himſelf an offering and a ſacrifice to Gt ſt, 
Eb. v. 2. r 4 ſweet-ſmelling ſavour. 


A 


| 
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IS, = 27. An. Chriſt's bumi-} 9. 26. Chriſt's bumi- 
dea conſiſted in his being liation conſiſted in his being 
tl and that in a low con- born, and that in a low con- 


„made under the law, dition, made under the law, 
going the miſeries of this ſubj ect ro the infirmities and 
the wrath of God, and the miſeries of this life, ahus'd by 
death of the croſs, in be- men, tempied by the 2 de- 
uried, and continuing un- ſerted of God for @ ſeaſon, g 
he power of death for a on the cr of5, being buried, an 
continuing under the power of 

| [death for a time. | 


rd, his draws out the anſwer to a greater length, 
wil W yet takes no notice of what the Aſſembly ſays a- 
Chriſt's undergoing the wrath of God, and the cur- 
Weath'of the croſs ; as if God's juſtice or righteoug 
h againſt our ſins, and the curſe of the law for 
„had no concern in the ſufferings of Chriſt, tho? 


e law, being made a curſe for us. This notion of io. 
ufferings, manifeſtly includes all our author's ad- 
ns, with much more, whilſt he excludes that. 


28. Anſ. Chriſt's exal- ! . 27. Anſ. Chriſt's exal- 
conſiſts in his — a- tation conſiſts in his riſing a- 
from the dead on the third gain from the dead on the third 
bis aſcending ap into hea- day, aſcending. into heaven, ſit- 
and fitting at the right ting at the right hand of God, 
of God the Father, and| che Father, having the kingdom 
ming to judge the world over all, conferring the Holy, 
> laſt day. | Ghoſt on bis followers, and in 
coming, to judge-the world ax 

the laſt day. | 


his lengthens the anſwer by additions, which, with 
y others that might be named, are included in 
it's /itting at the right hand of God the Father, The 
mbly las taken notice of ſeveral, by way of explica- 
in their larger Catechi/m : But the author's men- 
Ing only two particulars, which are included in this 
ſe, ſeems to intimate as if there were no more; ſuch 
he high favour, honours, and delights, to which 
ſt, as Mediator, is advanced in the heavenly _ 
| | an 


 expreſsly ſaid to have redeemed us from the curſe Gal. iii. 


rr 7 


Cal. ii. 
12, 


Spirit for it, may be no more effectual, nor of 


faith in us, and thereby uni. us to attain that faith 
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and his exerciſing a ſpecial dominjon by his authoriiiſ 
grace, over the hearts and conſciences of his pe 
and ſending his Spirit for ſaving influences, to {rd 
ry on the goſpel-kingdom in the world; neithe 
which ſeem to be deſign'd in our author's wa 
expreſſing the anſwer, And, I ſuppoſe, the 4 
bly left ſuch explanations out of their /horter Catech 
to avoid prolixity, as far as conveniently they coul 


f 
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9. 29. How are we made] Q. 28. How doth Go 
partakers of the redemption pur-| ſiſt towards our partakit 
chat d by Chriſt ? | the redemption purchas'd 

Anſ. We are made partaker: wa it 
of the redemption purchas'd nſ. God doth aſſiſt ti 

Chriſt, by the effefual ap-] our partaking of the red 
plication of it to us, by his Hol) tion purchas'd by Chriſt, | 
Spirit. | | ly in giving his Spirit for tl 

plication of it to us. 


This is putting the matter exceeding low, ande c 
preſents God's aſſiſtance as very feeble and ineffe 
as having indeed ſome tendency toward the appli 
of the benefits of redemption to us, but not as pr 
lent to accompliſh it. As far as appears by this 
ſwer, God's aſſiſtance toward this work, in giving 


farther uſe, than the aſſiſtance which a miniſter 
private chriſtian, gives towards it, by ſetting a 
ments and motives before us, to perſuade and ex 
us to it; and that which makes it effectual, ma 
entirely from ourſelves. 


9. 30. Anſ. The Spirit ap- Q 29. Anſ. The Spiri 
plies to us the redemption pur- | plies to us the redemption 
chas'd by Chriſt, by working | chaſed by Chriſt, by en, 


ting us to Chriſt in our effectual | unites us to Chriſt in ou 
calling. fectual calling. 


This alteration leſſens the Spirit's agency in what 
Apoſtle calls, faith of the operation of God, and ther 


5. 
orit 
pe unk chat Gd ders not work fhith in us, but 
5 Ire ſe wg * our im 
_ , | * 
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ſet y's the 
Jon it ſelf, birt e ben and 9 75 
their effectuat calling. | Don e e e 
Dare i 415 En Fo 10 N of 05 1 
cranes Sant): 1-16 et 15 5 
1. A 8 Effectual cala 
e * of: Gods Spi- 


whereby convincing," us of tit, by which, ia concurrence 
: by and ener euli ten- | with. bis word and 2 


g our minds in Ne. e khow- kn buf bu ; ſincere 
doe or Chriſt; and Yenewin | be Neunte W of ar lin 
r wills, br doch 5 miſery, and enlightens ur 
able us to Jeſus minds in the knowledge of 


name to us in Chtiſt, and renews: our wills, 
Le i nie as to perſuade and-enable us 


oh 0 T7 ROU9” "| embrace Fefut Crit, 1.855 
ö fered bo Gs in er wet Y 


So the Fe: to an 1 and tedious 
— * leaves us to gueſs what fort of con · 
rrence of the Spirit it is, that this author means; 
d it is ſo expreſꝰd, as to ſuppoſe the pre · exiſtence of 
on fincere endeavours, as muchas of the word and 
ovidence,: with Which the Spirit concuts; and fo 
aves; room for excluding him from any influence to 
lake thoſe endeavours themſelves ſincare: But, among 
e author's Seripture - proofs for the other parts of his 
2 has not o much as offered at one for this. 


| 4 5524 32. A1. Jutigcazion 

act of the free grace 
God, whetein he 
our fins, and ac- 


uſtification | 


2 9 75 


11 


or favour 
pardons 


Here, 


- And e, faichy which! we-artain; i.fpokenof ap | 
iting us t Chr iſt in uch a manner, as excludes the 
Spirit influence in the u- 


epts breous in his 
ag, me eſus Chriſt 


faith ith power; und rhe ry an T 
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r rhe CATBCHISM, OOx i | 
are, inſtend uf; Jen the rightcoufneſs , Chr 
tied man #nd'recerved hy faith :alone, this author ſa, 
thro* Feſus Chriſt which, tho' it be a ſeriptural ah. « 
ſnonter, yet it ig a more general and indeter mina, 
2 applicable to any other goſpel · heneſ 
The deſign of Catechiſms is, to give the ſenſe of ſcij 1 
ture z but he takes no notice bn juſtification is ch,, 
Jeſus Chriſt, or bat it is in him, that it is moſt: Hh. 
mediately owing to; whether to his propherick, :prici} , 
ly, or kingly office: And his alteration is calcularg. ; 
to ſet aſide the notion of any manner of imputation 
Chriſt's righiron ſneſti, or placing it to our accou E 
for juftification, or of its being the only, or en x 
any ground and meritorious cauſe of our pardon aer 
acceptance in God's fight: It likewiſe Thurs out Mg: 
Aſſembly's notion of faith's being the only grace whe o 
by we receive che righteouſneſs of Chriſt, or indeed i. 
faith's having any concern in our juſtification, Thi 
is likewiſe a little variation in the former part of fi 
anſwer, but it makes no alteration in the H 
Plain idea. | 4: ver. 
The next anſwer to Q. 33. about adoption, has on 
by way of variation, that act, inſtead: of an att, WB at 
is of no importance; and were receiv d, for are rectiyi hc 
but perhaps the laſt of theſe is an error of the pre 
ſince the reſt of the anſwer refers to what we are, 
hot to what we fortnerly wert. And the next Anſiif., 
to 9. 34. about ſanctiſcation, has only the work ef God 
Spirit, according to one edition of the Aſembiy's M 
rechiſm, while others call it the work e God 5 
grace, either of which may be very proper. be 
ASSEMBLY, RevisaL. y 
Q. 36. Anſ. The benefits! Q. 435. ''Anſ. The beneſſpre 
MI in this le do accom- uy 10 this he Uo 'accomts, 
pany or flow from jultification, | pany or flow from * juſtiheQer 
adoption, and ſanctification, | tion, adoption, and ſanding. . 
are, aſſurance of God's love, tion, are the ſpecial guidange , 
_ of conſcience, joy in the} ad care of  providente, © 1 
oly Ghoſt, increaſe of grace, guardianſbip of angels, altata a a 
a ana | en 


rens bn che CM Tue, Bol of) 


Ass EMEW 2 21 RE NIA. wy 
br, with P72 n — SA; gt da fot Þ + "7317 < 2 
J per ſeverrnce "therein unto |of 'Go&'s foye, peace of con. 


1 51. © Weienee, joy in the Holy Ghoſts 
111+ 4h increaſe grace; and ſtrengih 
to porſtvere unto the. end. 


This anſwer is conſiderably longer than the An- 
"W's, occafion'd by an addition of benefits, which this 
. Wthor calls be ſpecial guidance and care of providence, 
d the guardianſbip of angels, But theſe additions ſeem 
We to be very accurate, fince the guardianſhip of angels 
ay be reckon'd a part of the ſpecial guidance and care 
providence. And the author's changing perſecverance 
grace, into ſtrength to perſevere, leaves the matter 
certain, whether they who are juſtified, adopted, 
d ſanctified, will make uſe of their ſtrength, ſo as 
ntually to perſevere to the end, or not; and fo all 


— * of God's. love, may poſſibly be defeated 
-— Wlaſt, A 1 
of ll | 


9. 37. t be- . 26. What benefits do the 
vers receive from Chriſt at MF believers receive from 
ir death? 5 I cCbriſt at their death? 
tnſ. The ſouls of believers | An. This ſouls of {ie Je; 
at their death made perfect ful are at their death ma 

holineſs, and do immẽdi- | fect in holineſs, and do imme- 
y paſs into glory ; and their diately paſs into 4 ſtate of great 
dies, being ſtill united to|felicity, their bodies reſting in 


* 
1 
— 


iaſul 4 do reſt in their graues, fcheir graves, until the reſutfec. 
. the reſurrection. | tion. w: 
M aihſul believers in the queſtion, ſome may think to 


2 pleonaſm; and as if the author thought ſo too, 
has corrected it in the anſwer, and inſtead of be- 
ers, the Aſſembly's word, puts the faithful. This 
y lead the perſon, who only learns the anſwer, to 
eFprehend, that they who are faithful to their princi- 
s, are advanced to all theſe bleſſings at their death, 
Wether they are believers in Chriſt, or not: But per- 
Ps our author made this change, only becauſe he 
n't ſo well like the unfaſhionable word believers, tho? . 
5 and believing, are terms often uſed in the goſpel. He 
Wcwile changes the word glory, into 4 ſtate of great 
| F 2 felicity: 


10% ABTERATIONS i the; Arens, Oc}. 
ö felicity: This may tend to leſſen the learner's thoughts. 
the honour and bleſſedneſs of the ſpirits of the juſt, 
made perfect in their ſeparate ſtate in heaven; for gie 
is a term more elevating and ſtriking to young mind 
than a ſbate of great felicity. And their Bodies being fl 
united io Cbriſt, is entirely dropt; as if all union a 
relation were diſſolv'd by death, between Chriſt an 
the bodies of thoſe that ſſeep in Jeſun. 
2 38. and An/. about the reſurrection, are the ſau 
in both; only the (faithful is here put again inſtead « 
believers, 1 ſuppoſe, for the ſame reaſon as before, 
- ASSEMBLY, ie 4. A RPISAL, | 
- 2:39. Anſ. The duty which . 38. Anſ. The duty whi 
Gag a of 45 obe- | GA 36. of — . ab 
dience to his revealed will. | dience to his will. 
Here the author only leaves out the word reveal'd 
as if the will of God could bind us to obedience, witli 
out being ſome way or other reveal'd. However, I ſug” 
poſe, he wav'd the word reveal'd, as it ſignifies the n 
velation which God has made in the Scriptures . 
then, methinks, tis ſtrange that, in a Catechiſm form 
far the uſe of Chriſtians, no notice muſt be taken 
this revelation, in deſcribing «the rule of man's obec 
ence. And whatever other deſign he might have, 
ſtriking reveal'd out of the anſwer, it may have a b 
tendency to fink our regards to the word of God, as 
it either were not a neceſſary, or not a compleat reve 
tion of that will of God, which we are bound to ob 
but that we might come at a ſufficient and comple 
knowledge of it, without divine revelation; and) 
this author's own proof, from Matth. vii. 21. certainWr h 
relates to God's reveal d will. 111 
Q. 40. What did God at] Q 39. Nhat is the firſt t G 
firtt reveal to man for the rule [univerſal law, which God an 
of bis obedience? | given to man, for the rule of 
Anſ. The rule which God at [obedrence? 5 
firſt reveal to man for his o-] Anſ. The firſt and ani verſiſdm 
hedience, was the moral law. au, which God has gives ung 
0 | man for the rule of his obeqreb) 
ence, is the law of nature, vn. 


monly called the moral * 


* 
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1 ALTERATIONS in the CATEcnlsM, Cc. 
0 This change makes the anſwer longer than the 42 
hs, and may induce a learner to apprehend, as if the 
of nature were ſtill as perfect in all men's minds and 
ſciences, as it was in the primitive ſtate of rectitude, 
which God created man; and as if its preſent. ap- 
an frances in the light of nature, were to be equal d, 
annot preferr'd, as the rule of obedience, to the re- 
d law of God in his word; accordingly, the au- 
ſamhr's proof from Rom, ii. 14, 15. refers to the preſent 
d aſtence of the law of nature, in the conſciences. of 
beathen world. 


ASSEMBLY. RevisaAL, 


4 Anſ. The preface to 9. 43. Anſ. The preface to 
ten commandments teaches|the ren commandments teaches 
that becauſe God is the Lord, ſ us, that all they to whom God 
our God and Redeemer,|is related, as the Lord their 


wit! refore We are bound to keep God, and Redeemer, are there- 
I fur = kae Pann: cat fore under ' peculiar obligations 
** to keep all his commandments. 


This alteration lengthens the anſwer, and ſeems ve- 
uch to confine the obligations of the moral law to 
's people, who are vi ibly in covenant with him. 
d whilſt it leaves out the Aſembly's other notion of 
dience to God, according to their explanation in 
Ir larger Catechiſm, as Jebovab, whoſe perfections 
infinite, and whoſe dominion is over all, it may 
| young learners to think lightly of the obligations 
ch others are under, to obey the commands of the 
al law, to whom God is not related in a peculiar 
ner, as the Lord their God and Redeemer: And 
t has a tendency to weaken moral obligations with 
ard to a great part of the world, unleſs we ſuppoſe 
God ſtands in this relation to a mankind, to infi- 
and wicked men, as well as to his own people. 


* 55- Anſ. The third com-] 92. 54. Anſ. The third com- 
—＋ for biddeth all pro- mandment forbiddeth raſh and 
ng, or abuſing of any thing e ſwearing, with all other 
| — God maketh himſelf prophaning or abuſing of any 


re, cn. ching — God makes him 
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trifling mvocation, and uſe of any Name of God 


' theſe things are rather the work of a commentary vi... 


bath, that are aboliſh'd in the goſpel 3 and whether 


AUT ERA TIONS 71 the Carens, Wil 
Fhis addition may be eſteetnꝰd as a good explicath 

of one part of the Aſſembly's ſenſe, whoſe words mg 
nifeftly include it, as they likewiſe do every light at 


common converſation, and in times of furprize, top 
ther with all abuſes of it in curſing of others. N, 


< the Catechiſm, than of the Catechiſm itſelf, whie 
when defign*d for the uſe of young beginners, 
be as ſhort as ollen may be; and it ſeems 
very exact, to mention only ſome things, and lea vet 
others, that are as plainly included in the Afembl 
comprehenſive words. 


4 


ASSEMBLY. RevisaL. 
2. 59. Anſ. From the be- . 58. Anſ. From the iy. 
os 5 world the 11 of Sew God 
reſurrection of Chriſt, God ap- pointed the ſeventh day of 
pointed the ſeventh day of the week to be the weekly {abba 
week to be the weekly ſabbath, but all ritual appointments a 
and the firft day of the week e- cerning this matter being, « 
ver ſince, to continue to the he authority Ml Chriſt, 
end of the world, which is the ld in the goſpel, the firſt 
chriſtian ſabbath. 


of the week is, from our Lai 
3 * Bs 
"bferved as a day of reſt 
worſhip, to the end of 
| world. | 


This anſwer, by its great length, is a heavy bur 
upon the memory; and by its obſcurity, is very di 
cult, eſpecially for young people, to underſtand: 
leaves us uncertain what the things are which this 
thor means by the ritual appointments concerning a ff 


are now under a moral obligation, or underany divine 
pointment, religiouſly to obſerve the Lord's-day, as 
chriſtian ſabbarh, Or rather, its not carrying Golf 
appointment onward, as the Aſſembly's doth, to It. be 
firit day of the week, ſeems to intimate, as if his ion 
pointment did not reach to what may be called . I 
chriſtian ſabbath, -NCE 


AXTERATIONS zn the CATECRISM, & 
© ASSEMBLY. RevisAL, 

60. How is the ſabbath Q. 59. What was the Scrip- 
ase, ig I at of ſanRtifying the 
Anſ. ſabbath is to be] ſabbath? | 
ed by an holy re all! Anſ. The Scripture-method of 
"Mi dayy even from ſuch] ſandifying the ſabbath, was by 
- *Wrldly etnployments and re-|a holy reſting all that day, e- 

W-:cions, as are lawful on o-] ven from ſuch worldly employ- 
ir days, and ſpending the] ments and recreations as are 
ole time in the publick and | lawful on other days, and ſpend- 
vate exerciſes of God's wor- ing the whole time in the pub- 
py, except ſo much as is to lick and private exerciſes of 
taken up in the works of | God's worſhip, except ſo much 
eſſity and mercy. as is to be taken up in the works 

4 of neceſſity and mercy. 


This change of is into was, manifeſtly confines the 
be ioture-metbod of ſanctifying a ſabbath in all the 
inches of it to the old-teſtament-ſabbath, without 
leaſt intimation how the Lord's-day is to be ſanc- 
2d under the new teſtament. This naturally fug- 
ts to our thoughts, that by the author's ritual ap- 
iments concerning this matter, which, in the foregoing 
ver he ſaid, are aboliſhed, under the autbority of Chriſt, 
be goſpel, he might mean every thing, which relates 
he ſanctifying of a ſabbath to the Lord; and that 
hing, which was ſaid in the fourth commandment it- 
or in any other part of the old teſtament abou 

is of any obligation under the new, or is to be 


burWferred to the religious obſcrvation of the Lord's- 
y di And ſo our children te to be train*d up without 
Ind: ſenſe of divine obligations or directions, for a due 
this rd to the new-teſtament-ſabbath, For though he 
: a f the Aembly*s following queſtions and anſwers ſtand, 
ther ting to the fourth commandment, theſe leading an- 


s carry them all back to what was, and not 
t is, to be .obſerv'd. How far weak+ning the obli- 
ons of keeping a ſabbath under the new teſtament, 
to FF be ſuppos'd to have a bad influence upon practical 
gion, and to lead the way to all immorality and im- 
led , looſeneſs and prophaneſs; obſervation and ex- 
nce, as well as the word of God, will * 
* 


| A116 N , . 4 
5 A IGN Fr Catlin 0% 
— | 6f el p a: 
| ad 4119719 ? IM R+vr AM 
ASEM. © NEVISAL, 


naodtment requireth the pre- | maydryent. requireth the p 


m 
ſerying the honour,.and”.per- | ſerying the honour, and g 
forming the duties belonging to | forming the duties belonging 
every one in their ſeveral places ſ our natural parents, and 
Auch relations, as ſuperiors, infe-| parity of reaſon) io every 0 


4 


riors, or equals. in their ſeyeral places and Mie 
ul Ions, as, ſuperiors," inferi 
or equals. „ 


b fn 1 vj 
© Parity of reaſon, is a hard phraſe for children's mi 
and by duties belonging to our natural parents, they m 
perhaps, underſtand duties which parents owe tot 
children, inſtead of the duties which children owe 
them: This ſeems to be inaccurately expreſs'd. He 
ever, our author's proof from Epbeſ. vi. 1. determi 
its reference to the duties of children to their paren 
but then every one will not readily comprehend how 
obligation to the duties, that are to be paid to our 
tyraFparents, abe are our fuperiors, is by parity bf lg 
Jon, an obligation to duties, that are to be paid to ly 
Feriors of equals. This addition has puzzled and 'Wrd, 
ſcared the Aſſembly's anſwer, as well as encreas'd 


. 


Jength. * | 
» 7x 1 | Th 4 # „ | N 

Here a queſtion and anſwer - N. 81. What good reaſo 
are added to the Aſſembly's, en-| he given why the duties wwe 
r to ourſelves, are not exp 
r mention d iu any of the ten 


11 


TYU07117 5 wy - Imandments? : | 
Trp I © Anfſ. There was no ne and 
| | 4739 | + [expreſſly mentioning the (the 

4 | we owe to ourſelves, in ¶ it; 
the ten commandments; ¶ the 
cauſo they are implied, an, 4 
rually enjoin'd, in thoſe pre ,** 
| | concerning our behaviou dee 
Aae wards Goendowuraeight ima 
| | dT}; in as much as the negleWer c 
Tip | theſe duties, will unfit, uſhrq, 
8 | [he ſervice of our maker 
145 #74 S „ er y! 
diſpoſe us to be injurioq; 
bs b » 46 9 


men. 


ALTERATIONS in the CaTECniSM, Cc. 


How proper ſoever an anſwer to ſome ſuch queſtion 
this might be, our author's is by far too tedious and 
ficult for young catechumens to remember and un- 

rſtand. They will hardly have any idea of what is 
Want by virtually enjoin'd; and perhaps it might have 
en ſufficient to have anſwer' d, that the duties wwe owe 
ourſelves are implied in our duties ward God and or 
Wobvour ; becauſe without theſe, the others could not be 
ly perform'd: And the explanation that had been 
en of the 4th, 6th, 7th, Sth, gth, and 1oth com- 


andments, ſhews very much how the duties we owe 
y mi ourſelves, are implied in thoſe commandments. 
to . B. This additional queſtion reduces the remain- 


g queſtions to the ſame number again, to the end of 
th the Catechiſms. 
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9. 82. Anſ. No meer man} Q. 82. Anſ. No meer man 
ce the fall, is able in this] ſince the fall, is able in this 
> perfeCtly to keep the com- life perfectiy to keep the com- 
ndments of God, but doth | mandments of God, but doth 
ly break them in thought, | daily break one or other of them, 
drd, and deed. in thought, word, or deed. 


Perhaps the Aſembly, in their way of expreſſing 
ir anſwer, intended ſomething like what the Apoſtle 


ves no room for ſuch a thought, while he reſtrains 
» ſenſe to a breach of one or «ther particular com- 
ind, which muſt indeed be ſuppoſed to be included 
he the 4/embly's meaning, tho? it may not be the whole 
in a it; tor common fenie would underſtand their words 
ats; ¶ the commandments collective), and not of every in- 
2 © Widual commandment. As to the author's putting 
Ful deed, inſtead of and deed, I ſuppoſe it might be to 
ighbMimate that, tho' every man daily breaks one or o- 
eglFcr of God's commands, either in thought, or in 
it rd, or in deed ; yet he would not have it ſaid, that 
ery man daily doth this by any fins, whether of omiſ- 
on, or of commiſſion, in thought, and word, and in 
dd too. 8 As- 


11 


mes ſays, whoſoever ſhall keep the whole law, and yet Chah. ii. 
end in one point, he is guilty of all: But this author 10. 


| ASSEMBLY. 
57 What doth every fin 


deſerve 


An Every fin deſerves 
God's wrath and curſe, both in 


'/ RevisaL. 
| ©. 84. What doth fon 
ſerve ? 
Anſ. Sin deſerves G0 
wrath and curſe, both in d 
life and that which is to con 


this life and that which is to 
come. | 


Our author drops the word every 


in this queſtion at 


anſwer ; and his ſay ing only in general that fin deſer 
God's wrath and curſe, unhappily tends to abate « 


notions, and our fears, of 


the horrible guilt of fi 


as ſin; and may intimate as if ſome fins were in the 


own nature venial, or did 


not deſerve the wrath 


curſe of God: And ſo room is to be left in a pros 
tant Catechiſm, for the popiſb doctrine of mortal 


venial ſins. 


- 9. 88. Arſ. The outward 
and ordinary means whereby 
Chriſt communicates to us the 
benefits of redemption, are his 
ordinances, eſpecially the word, 
ſacraments, and prayer, all 
which are made effectual to 
the elect for ſalvation. 


| 9. 88. Anſ. The outw 
and ordinary means wheret 
Chriſt communicates to us 


ordinances, eſpecially the we 
ſacraments, and prayer, 

which are made effectual f 
ſalvation to the well diſpoſ 


benefits of redemption, are 


4 ALTERNTIONS i the CaTzcnin Oe, I 


o 


ers, 
n hi 


and ſincere. 


Here the means of grace are ſaid to be made effet 
tual for ſalvation to the well diſpoſed and ſincere, 1 
ſtead of to be ele; as if there were no ſuch thing 
an ele& people, for the means of grace to be mal 
effectual to; as if the efficacy of divine ordinand 
did not proceed from God's ſpecial grace to ſome, ratht 
than to others; as if our being well diſpoſed and fi 
cere, and not God's own grace, were the moving cau 
of his making the ordinances effectual to us; and 

if ordinances themſelves were not means, by God 
bleſſing, of making us well diſpoſed and fincere, 


9. 3g. Anſ. The Spirit of | 2. 89. Anſ. The Spirit 
God makes the reading, but | God * the reading i 
eſpecially the preaching of the] preaching of the word, ane 
word, an effectual means « tectual means of conyincinf ** 
| con- If 


ALTERATIONS in the CarzenisM, Oc. 


- ASSEMBLY, Revisal. - 
onvincing and converting ſin- and converting ſinners, and of 
ers, and of building them up} building them up in holineſs 

n holineſs and comfort, thro'] and comfort, thro' faith unto 

a u lach unto ſalvation. Iſalvation. 


In 


CON 


By leaving out the word, eſpecially, the ordinance of 
preaching is put upon a level with a bare reading of 
de word; as if the gracious influence of the Spirit of 
od upon ſinners and ſaints, for all the purpoſes of 
ligion and ſalvation, were as much to be expected in 
ee, as in the other, contrary to the plain deſign of 
Whe A/embly. This alteration ſeems not very friendly to 
1 apublick worſhip, nor to Chriſt's expreſs inſtitution for 
ro Sreaching the goſpel. 


9. 91. Anſ. The ſacraments | 9. 91. Anſf. The ſacraments 
decome offectual means of ſal- become effectual means of ſal- 
ation, wof from any vertue in vation, by the working of the 

ben, or in him that doth ad- Spirit on thoſe that with a righs 
niniſter them, but only by the | Aiſpoſition receive them. 

| 75 of Chriſt, and the work- 

ng of the Spirit in them that 

py faith receive them. 


This anſwer is indeed ſhorter than the Aſembly's, 
ut very much to the loſs and injury of the learner ; 
Wor ic leaves out theſe words, not from any vertue in 
ien, (the ſacraments) or in him that doth adminiſter 
bem, but only by the bleſſing of Chriſt; as if the popi/b 
octrine of the good intention and authority of the 
Wrieſt, for the validity of the ſacraments, were to be 


athYodulged, or not guarded againſt, in a proteſtant Ca- 
echiſm; and as if it were not by the authority and 
caulhleſſing of Chriſt only, in oppoſition to thoſe of the 


rieſt, that the ſacraments become effectual; or as if 
heſe were to be overlook*d, or not thought neceſſary 
o the ſaving benefits of the ſacraments. And inſtead 
f the Aſſembly's ſaying, they become effectual means 
f ſalvation, by the working of the Spirit in them that 
faith receive them, this author ſays, oz thoſe that with 
right diſpoſition receive them, I don't well conceive 
G 2 what 
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to believers. J.O us. . 


of believers, But this change, like one of thoſe in 
foregoing anſwer, hides from our view the neceſſi 


exactly the ſame in both Catechiſms; and the authe 


ALTERATIONS in the: CTECH Oc. 
what might be:the reaſon of this change, ' unleſs it we 


that he don't reliſh a frequent uſe of the term Faith, — 
don't care to keep our thoughts up to its concern 


ſacramental tranſactions: But where faith is duly ex 
ciled, all other right diſpoſitions will attend it, and the 
can be none, ſuitable to the nature of theſe ordinance} 
without ir, „ 0 32 84 a 
| ASSEMBLY, | RevisaL, - | 

9. 92. Anſ. A fagrament is} . 92. Avſ. Afacramentif '” 
an boly ordinance, inſtituted ſ an holy ordinance, inſtitun 


by Chriſt, wherein by ſenſible | by Chriſt, wherein by ſenſi l 
£gns, Chriſt and rhe benefus | (igns, Chriſt end be bene. 
of the new covenant are re-|of the new covenant, are. “ 


preſented, ſealed, and applied | preſented, ſealed, and appli 


The only alteration here, is his putting. vs inſte: 


of faith, unto the ſealing and applying of the bent 
fits of the new covenant to the partakers of the ſac 
ments; and ſeems to intimate as if its benefits m- 
be ſealed and applied to others, beſide true believer 
otherwiſe, why was this little alteration made? O 
if a frequent ufe of the goſpel word believers, cou 
not be born, and therefore a change muſt be mad 
why was not ſome other characterixing word put 
its room, rather than 25? 5 


9. 93. Which are the 77 9. 93. What are the ſac 


craments of the new teſtament ? | ments of the new teſtament? 


Here is only a change of which into what, in pra 
poſing the queſtion 3 but it ſeems to be very impre 
per: For what are the ſacraments of the new teſtamenijer 
is rather an enquiry about the nature of new teſtamenſ re; 
ſacraments, than about their number, which the anſwaſkhe 
— relates to. But perhaps this is an error of tHfſſic 

reſs. av 


9.95. and Anſ. about ibe ſubjes of bapti/m, ar o 


has added ſome things by way of Aricfure, to confir 
t 


ce.  ALTtxaTIONS i the Carecurom, Oc. 


Wer practice of infant · baptiſm, which, whether I have 
b, exceptions againſt or not, as they are no part of 
ern 


Catechiſm itſelf, they don't fall within my pro- 
ce. — 
ASSEMBLY, RevisAL. 
9. 96. 4 The Lord's: | Q. 96. Anſ. The Lord's 
per is a ſacrament, wherein ſupper is a ſacrament, wherein 
giving and receiving bread | by giving and receiving bread 
wine, according to Chriſt's | and wine, according to Chriſt's 
ointment, his death is ſhew'd] appointment, his death is ſhew- 
h, and the worthy receivers ed forth, and the worthy re- 
not after a corporal and ceivers, declaring their thank- 
ral manner, but b — fulneſs to God for redeeming 
le partakers of his bo 
d, with all his benefits, to] gations to own and obey the goſ- 
ir ſpiritual nouriſhment, and pel, are A of partaking in 
wth in grace. | the benefits obtain d by a cruci- 
| fied Saviour, 


Was full long enough before, if it could have been 
veniently contracted ; and yet our author entirely 
'es out theſe words in the A embly's anſwer, 


not after a corporal, carnal manner, but by faith, 
ie partakers of his body and blood, with all his benefits, 


popiſh doctrine of the corporal preſence of Chriſt 
he Lord's-ſupper, were not to be guarded againſt, 

ording to the Aſſembly's plain deſign; and as if their 
fac on, in oppoſition thereto, concerning the commu- 
which worthy receivers have with Chriſt by faith, 
e to be diſcarded ; and their hint, as to the ſpecial 
antage, which believers have from that communion, 
their ſpiritual nouriſhment, and growth in grace, were 
nent@er needleſs, or without foundation. And inſtead of 
repreſentation the A/embly has made of theſe doctrines 
whe Lord's-ſupper, this author has ſubſtituted no ex- 
ſſions that carry any thing like thoſe ideas; and ſeems 


t ordinance, | 

heſe alterations have a very popiſh caſt, and are 
h, as one might expect a papiſt to make, when pru- 
I! dential 


and love, and renewing their obli- 


his alteration makes the anſwer ſtill longer, tho? 


eir ſpiritual nouriſhment, and growth in grace; as if 


ave given a very imperfect account of the nature of 


F * 
% 
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doctrine of tranſubſt antiation. 10 
— r RevisAL, 

9. 97. . Anſ. It is required] 9. 97. Anſ. It is req 
of them He oor wonhily of them that would wo 
partake of the Lord's-ſupper, partake of the Lord's. u 
that they examine themſelves that they examine them 
of their knowledge to diſcern of their knowledge to di 
the Lord's body, of their faith the Lord's body, of their 
to feed upon him, of their re- of their repentance, love 

e, love, and new obe- new obedience, leſt co 

ience, leſt coming unworthi- | unworthily, they eat and ( 


ly, they eat and drink judg-'judgment to themſelves. 
ment to themſelves. 8 


The author lets this anſwer ſtand juſt as the 4 
bly had given it, only, after faith, he ſtrikes out 
words, to feed upon him. Here again is an omiſſic 
@ popiſh aſpect; as if feeding upon Chriſt by , 
which every one muſt needs underſtand in a ſpin 
ſenſe, according to our Lord's own uſe of the n 
phor, in Jobn vi. were not to be thought of in 
ordinance, to exclude the notion of a corporal feet 
upon him; and as if this particular uſe of faith 
not to be regarded in that ſolemnity. If this au 
did not like the Aſembly's way of expreſſing their i 
upon theſe points, yet if he lik'd the ideas themſclf 
why did he not take ſome other way of his own 
expreſs them by? One would really be tempteꝗ 


think, that a pie biaſs had ſome influence inf, „ 
theſe alterations about the ſacraments of the new iſe te 
ment. ou 

99. Anſ. The whole! 9. 99. Anſ. The whole tf 
WM of God is of uſe to direCt 122 Scripture is of uſe . 24 
us in prayer, but the ſpecialſ rect us in praying to God 


rule of direction, is that form goſpel teaches us to pray i 
of prayer, which Chriſt raugbt | Mediator's name, and in 
his diſciples, commonly called | particulars we have ſpeci 
the Lord's prayer. rection in that pattern of pi 
which Chriſt gave to his 

es, commonly called 
rd's prayer. 


N. ACTERATIONS: Fu the CaTBcnma, Oc, 
ing 


his alteration draws out the anſwer to an inconve- 
t length, without improving the A//embly's, ex- 
t in what relates to praying to God in the Mediator s 

; and even this appears not to be needfal here, 
Wuſe in the anſwer to the foregoing queſtion, what 
rayer? they expreſsly had ſaid, it is an offering up 
our deſires, 4 God in the name of Cbriſt. 


) di 
ir { ASSEMBLY,  RxevisaL. 
„ 102. An. Intheſecondpþ &. 102: Anſ. In the ſecond 


e) we pray that fatan's|come) we pray that ſatan s 
dom may deſtroy'd; cingdom may be deftroyed ; 
that the kingdom of grace | ind that the kingdom of grace 
be advanced, ourſelves | may be advanced, b we 
others brought into it, and ind others may be b t into 
in it, and that the king- fit, and kept in it, and be haf - 
of glory may be haſtened. ning in preparation for the king- 
5 dom of glory. 


[Pi he change of ourſelves into we, is not worth ob- 
e Ming; but the other change of, bat the kingdom of 
n By may be haſtned, into tbat we and others, may be 
OW ning in preparation for the: kingdom of glory, ſlips over 
th part of the Aſſembly's idea, who, as their larger 
S auggechiſm explains it, meant not barely, praying that we 
others may be haſtning, or going forward in prepara- 

for the Liao of glory, which is included in 


own they ſay about the kingdom of grace, but like- 
Pieq, praying that Chriſt would ſo exerciſe the king- 


n of his power in all the world, as may beſt con- 
e to the haſtning of the time of his ſecond coming, 
our reigning with him for ever :?? Accordingly, they 
their proof in the ſorter Catechiſm, from Rev, 
i. 20. ſurely I come quickly, amen, even ſo, come, 


4 Jeſus. 


nN 105. Arſe In the fifth! A 105. Arſe In the fifth 
on, which is (and forgive] petition, which is (and forgive 
ur debts, as we forgive our us our debts, as we'forgiveour! 
Meors) we pray, that God | debtors) we pray, that God, 
led Chriſt's fake, would freely] for Chriſt's ſake, would freely 
on all our fins, which wef pardon all our ſins, which we 

art arg 
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'- ASSEMBLY; ©: | 0 RVS 
are the rather encourag'd to fare the rather encourag'd 
ask, becauſe by his grace we} ask, if by his grace we ared 
are enabled from the heart to Y, from the heart to fotg 
forgive others. athers. 


I ran't imagine the reaſon of theſe little alteration 
| becauſe to if, and of enabled to diſpoſed, unleſs it 
that enabled gives us a ſtronger idea, than diſpoſed dot 
of our need of divine aids, for this moſt excellent af 
difficult duty. And poſſibly this change may lead i 
reader to think, that ſome tendencies in the heart 
ward forgiving of others, may he ſufficient to make 
eaſy, and to embolden our hopes of God's forgiv 
us, tho* we don't find our hearts thoroughly broug 
over to it. But whether this, or the Aſſembly's way 
repreſenting the matter, is moſt likely to promote 
great duty of forgiving injuries, is eaſy to judge. 


_ 9. 107. An The concluſior | . 9. 107. Anſ. The conclul 
of the Lord's prayer, which is. | of the Lord's prayer, which 
(for thine is the 1 and (for thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, the power, and the gle 
for ever, amen) reaches us to] for ever, amen) teaches us, 
take our encouragement inf rake our encouragement 
prayer from God only, and in| prayer from God only, and 
our prayers to praiſe him, aſ-| our prayers to praiſe him, 
cribing kingdom, power, and] cribing kingdom, power, 1 
glory to him; and in teſtimo-| glory to him; and in teſtin 
ny of our deſire, and aſſuranceſ ny of our ſincere and fer 
to be heard, we ſay, amen. | defire, and aſſurance to 
| heard, we ſay, amen. 


py 


This anſwer ſtands juſt as the Aſembly left it, on 
with the addition of ſincere and fervent to deſire; 
addition hardly worth taking notice of, ſince the def 
in teſtimony of which, we add our amen, muſt in the! 
ture of things be ſuppoſed to be ſincere and ferve 
And as the anſwer was full Jong enough without t 
epithets, it ſeems more inconvenient than advantaged 
to add them. 


—— 
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F and additions, which this author has thought 
zo make in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, and have know- 
7 4 gly ſlipt over nong, tho ever ſo minute, that there might 
Ae no room for complaint, and that the reader might 
e 2 full view of them all together: I hope, I 
e not miſrepreſented the nature and tendency of 
wel y of them; if 1 have, it is the fault of my judg · 
"Wot, and not of my will. How far the conſtruction, 
Sw lich the remarks have given of this author's altera - 
ons, is juſt, or liable to be ſo underſtood by the learn» 
and how far the ſentiments pointed out, as dropt, 
chang*d, or added, are right or wrong, every read» 
muſt judge for himſelf”: But I think it is obvious in 
Ml review, that, as theſe alterations, for the moſt part, 
ngthen and perplex the anſwers, ſo, among other 
ings, they ſtrike at the doctrines which the Aſſembly 
ught, concerning the Scripture, as the only ſufficient 
le of faith and practice; — the Trinity, and 
e decrees of God, the covenants of works and grace, 
iginal fin, with its effects upon mankind, and/thevvil 
ture of all ſin, as ſin; and concerning the perſon of 
hriſt, the nature and deſign of his ſufferings, juſtifie 
tion, faith, and the operations of the Spirit, ſpecial 
ace, and the perſeverance of the ſaints, the extenſive 
bligations of the moral law, and particularly the re- 
rd which we ſhould pay to the Chriſtian ſabbath, And 
ho can help obſerving, that they manifeſtly weaken 
e proteſtant doctrine of the ſacraments, as it ſtands in 
e Aſſembly's Catechiſm, in oppoſition to the papiſts ? 
How melancholly is the proſpect, that at the very 
e, in which the agents of Rome are more than or- 
narily buſy in propagating a Catechiſm, to bring thg 
zople back to their abominable ſuperſtitions and ido- 
tries, another Catechiſm ſhould be publiſh'd, under 
e diſguiſe of the A/zmblys, to ſhake the original pil- 
8 of the reformation, and to weaken the projeſtant's 
p 


Hus have gone thro” all the omiſſions, changes | 
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hands, with reſpe& to the rule of faith, the dofiri 
of grace, the ſacraments, and venial fin! All therefo 
that have any concern or taſte for the known princ 
ples of the reformation (Which, in the main, I ar 
well ſatisfied are according to godlineſs, and are cles 
ly founded on the divine authority of the Scriptui 
muſt be highly diſpleag'd at this author's attempt, 

hide, or puzzle, and pervert them, and to betray poſt: 
rity into the uſe of à Catechiſm, under the venerab 
name of the Aſembiy of divines, which is ſubverſive 
a great part of their, and the firſt reformers ſcheme. 

Upon the whole, this author's unhappy and injur 
ous eſſay, has more than ever confirm'd me in the e 
teem, I before had, of the Aſſembly's excellent con 
Poſition, and in the belief, that whatever leſſening or ox 
probrious exceptions, ſome may be willing to make 
gainſt it, no human fotm, that I know. of, taking it: 
together, will better ſtand the teſt of God's word 
and that it is not an eaſy task for human ſkill to 
any great- ſervice to mankind, by attempting to 
it: And therefore I can't but hope, that as long 
we retain a regard to the peculiar doctrines of divii 
revelation, and to their holy deſign, our children v 
be trained up, as hitherto they have been, in the uff 
of that which is truly, what tis call'd, the Aſemb h 
Catechiſm, 6 | * 
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Vith the PR OOFS thereof out of the 
SCRIPTURES. 


—— w ao. 4 


QUESTION I. 
HAT is the chief End of Man ? 
A. Man's chief End is to glorify God a, and to en- « 1 Cor. x. 


him for ever 6. 
- N. What Rule hath God given to direct us how we may glo- i — 
an 


enjoy him? 1 iy 3 
A. The Word of God (which is contained in the Scriptures 42 Tim 
the Old and New Teſtament c) is the only Rule to direct us 16, 


5 we may glorify d, and enjoy him e. — 
N do the Scripturet principally teach? | fs -"_ 
e Scriptures principally teach, what Man is to believe ? 


dncerning God, and what Duty God requires of Man f. 1 15 2 
. Q bat is God? aal. xe. 2. 
A. God i n a Spirit g, Infinite h, Eternal i, and unchangeable f 1 


his Bei iſdom, Power m, Holineſs v, Juſtice, Good- 7; ** 
ls, and Much 0. — 5 
5. Q. Are there more Gods than ore? „ Rev. 

4. There is but one only p, the living and true God 4. — 


! 6. Q. How many Perſons are there in the Godhead ? 
A. There are three Perſons in the Godhead, the Father, the * 
on, and the Holy Ghoſt r; and theſe three are one God, the 
me in Subſtance, equal in Power and Glory s. I 77 Jol —o * 
H 2 7. 


XZ N Nera Carens. 


* . What are the Detrees of God? | / 


Goc are his Eternal PT 


: MT 
to the Counſel of his own Will, whereby for his own Glory | 
 efphf hath fore-ordained wharſoeverieomnes to pals . re.) 
| 21,14. — . How doth God execute bis Decrees? of "i 
# Reviiv.tt, rod executeth his Decrees in the Works 2atior 
w Dan. iv. al Providence w. | 1 A 0 
35. 9. Q. What is the Work of Creation? A, S3 +.4 ur 


x Gen. i. 1. 4. Work of Creation is God's making Thing x Miſeri 
1 Heb. xi.3- nothing, by 4 ** of his Power y, in the of ſix di eve 
& Gen. i. 31. 1 all if veg good | 
ow did God create Man ? n 
"IPG 4. & crened Gan, „Male and Female, aſter bis own 
7000. . mage a, in Knowledge, Righteouſneſs, and Holineſs wy 
10. Dominion over the Creatures c. it o 
Eph. iv. 244 11. Q. What are God's Works of Providence ? * 


Pa. A. God's Works of Providence are his moſt holy d, 


v. 15. and powerful preſerving and governing al his 2 af, ; 
725 gg wy" 1 48 of Providence did God ex I "i 
12. ©. What ſpecial A 7 ce exerciſe tour 
per er. Man in the Eſtate wherein, he was created? | d ſo 
* A. When God had created Man, he entred into a Coveni uur 
Mat. x. 29. of Life with him, upon Condition of petfect Obedience 22. 
6 Gal-ii-12+ forbidding him to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good A. 
i Gen. i. 27. Evil, in of Death i. —̃ — 
13. Q. Did our firſt Parents continue in the Eſtate wh 
they were > created ? 
A. Our firſt Parents, being leſt to the freedom of their ' 
| Will, fell from the Eſtate wherein they were created, dyn 

1 becleſ. againſt God . 
. 29. 14. Q. bat is Sin? iliati 
A. Sin is any want of conformity unto, or tranſgreſſionof! 

n vo- 2 * God l. 

chro was the Sin whereb 7 our frſ Parents * fell from 


> UP 

* i Q. Did all Mankind fall in Adam's firſt Tranſzreſſincil 
The Covenant being made with Adam, not only . 
ere iche but for his Poſterity #, all mankind deſcending from 26. 
E 26, 7. by ordinary Generation, ſinned in him, and fell with him 4. 

„ Rom, v. his — Tranſgreſſion o. 

13. 7. Q. Into what Eſtate did the Fall bring Mankind? 
4. The Fall brought Mankind into an Eſtate. of Sin 
— * Miſery p. A. 

18. O. IVherein conſiſts the Sinfulneſi of that Eſtate whertila lo 
Man fell? ſer] 


The Azzeanry's Carnomm. 53 


A. fulneG of that Eftate whereinto-Man fell, con- 
in gde e lens ee eee 
, n 


ö „end the Cortupt f his .wbole Na- 19. 
ic, which is'commonty called original Sin , together with all 10 U. 
tus Tran eſſi tis Which ö from ix r. PP VB C2 8 M. 2. 
7 | We that E ate whereinto Man fell ? Pal. li. 5. 
A. All Mankind"by all loſt Cotrnmunion with God «, * Mat- v. 
under his Wrath and Curſe w, and fo made liable to all B . 
leries in this Life, to Death itſelf, and to the Pains of Hel 8, 24. 
ne | IE EY . 
* yo God bays all Mankind to periſh in the Eſtate of Gul i 19. 
Mi kk 1D) LIONS £5; n 92 3 
A. God having out of his mere leaſure, from all Eter- Matt. w. 
elected ſomè to everlaſting Life y, did enter into a Cove; 4%: | . 
nt of Grace to deliver them our of the Eſtate of Sin and Mi- — 4 
7, and to bring them into an Eſtate of Salvation, by a Re- az, 22. 


0 S. | 

21. Q. Who is the Redeemer of God's Elet? | ee 
A. The Redeemer of God's Elect, is the Lord Jeſus x 
iſt a, who being the eternal Son of God, became Man , « 1 Tim. 
d ſo was, and continueth to be God and Man in two diſtin e 
atures, and one Perſon c, for ever d. 1 127. 
22. Q. How did Chriſt, being the Son of Cod, become Man ? 4 Heb. vA. 
A. Chrift the Son of God became Man, by taking to him- | 
a true Body e, and a reaſonable Soul f; being conceived by f Mate. xd. 

Power of the Holy Ghoſt, in the Womb of the Virgins. 

175 and born of her g, yet without Sin h. | g Luke i. 
23. Q. What Offices doth Chriſt execute, as our Redeemer ? Jb. u. 
A. Chriſt as our Redeemer executerh the Offices of a Pro- ,;. | 
et i, of a Prieſt k, and of a King i, both in his Eſtate of Hu- i Ae fl. 22. 
iliation and Exaltation. — & Heb. v. 6. 
24. Q. How doth Chriſt execute the Office of a Prophet ? Pr 
A. Chriſt executeth the Office of a Prophet, in revealing to 
1, by his Word u, and Spirit o, the Will of God for our Sal-7 feh- rh, 


„ Joh. xx. 
uon. 1. 
25. Q. How doth Chriſt execute the Office of a Prieſt ? . Job. xiv, 
A. Chriſt executeth the Office of a Prieſt, in his once offer- Heb is. 
up of himſelf a Sacrifice to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice p, and re 28. 
ncue 


us to Godg, and in making continual interceſſion fory Heb. nn 


7 

26. Q. How doth Chriſt execute the Office of a King? 2 Fal. ox; 

A. Chriſt executeth the Office of a King, in ſubduing us to: — 
ſelfs, in ruling and defending us t, and in reſtraining and 22. 

nquering all his and our Enemies . 8 

27. Q. Wherein did Chriſt's Humiliation conſt ? + 


0 Luke ii. 


4. Chrit's Humiliation conſiſted in his being born, and that 7. 

a low condition w, made under the Law x, undergoi the * Cot 9.4. 

iſeries of this Life y, the Wrath of God , and the curſed l i 5: 
Death x 


XXvii. 46. 


Wt Wi WOURAE * 


« Phil. i. 8. Death of the Crab bag e e and n 
1 28.5555 5 Ti 25 mY Wo * 13 
4% 28. erein SITE eth Chriſt's fat N A 
1 Gier Exaltation 10 75 ny. I fm) 75 
«x o 9; Dead on the third Day Co in nig Hesvep, in WY, - 
; . 1 at the right hand 3 Q 1 e 7 ol 
wot. ues joke TE vn Do wth Ko ARE | 
| x9 oY ies 
2 Fs ave made 255 hers ' the Banne, rig 


8 "ch db e 
re. made Partakers of the e rche 
f John 3.24, 57 855 effectual Application of itto us 55 Ar his 


. 
Tit. . Spirit g. 
5. * 1265 on Ah 5 iris apply to nf Hi Redengtios purth — 


he Spirit applieth to us the Redemption p 2 7 
7275 ui. 11 by Working Faith in 4 b, "es * 
# Eph i. 15. Sy in our effectual Calling 4 ar u M 0 
T_>> 1236 Qs e is effeftual Colline 3 A 4 
12 Tim g. A. ee Alling is the Work ot Gods Spiritk , when 
Acts ij, 57. 1 F vi gf: gur Sin and Miſery J, enlighrning our M 
wARs 74 it the K bi e of Chriſt , arid renewing our Wills 
Aa, ” > doth ——_ and enable us to embrace Jeſus Chriſt freeh 
xvi. 26. r tp to us in the G Sahl, 
« Jobo'vi. , 32. Q. What Be es do they that are He called, 
$45 4. ta e of in this Lie! 

A. They that are effeQually called, do in this Life'partak 
þ Rom. vii. ) uſtification ; Adoption q, Sanctification r, and the everal 


7558. 1.5. den; which in this Life do either accompany, or flow fi ; by 
39: — . 2. What is Juſtification ? © + 2 4 
A. Juſtification is an Act of God's free Grace, whereinfiif 


Erh. i. 7. pardoneth all our Sinss, and accepteth us as righteous, if 
Ker. Sight t, only for the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed Py 
1 at: „ and received by Faith alone w. 
19. 34. Q. bat is Adoption? ' 
w Galii-r6. A. Adoption is an Act of God's free Grace x, whereby 
* 1 Joh.il-"2re received into the Number, and have a OF to all * 
: Joh. i. 12, vileges of the Sons of God). | 
Rom. viii. 35. Q. What is Sanftification' ? 
17. A. Sanctiſication is the Work ef God's 8 hd 
f. 13, are renewed in the whole Man, after the Image of God 4 
« Eph. iv, are enabled more and more to die unto Sin, and live | 
* Righteouſneſs b. 
2 __ 36. Q. What are the Benefits which. in ebis. Lif Wo act 
'  ” pany, or flow from Fuſtification, Adoption, and Sanitific atin 
A. The Benefits which in this Life do accompany or 
Ram. v. from Juſtification c, Adoption, and SanCtification, are Aſſu 


I, 23 5% 


8. 4 a 9 ; — | | 83 . en : 
The ASSBMALYS, CATECHISM. 55 
od's. Love, Peace of Conſcience, Joy in the Holy Gho 190 
reaſe of Gece and Perſeverance t 2 to the End e. , Prov. iv. 
7. Q Hbat Benefits do Believers receive from Chriſt at their 1 N 
th ! . ® * 4 * b 4% SF * 
The Souls of Believers are at their Death made perfect 
olineſs F, and do immediately paſs into Glory g; and their. / Heb. xii, 
Mics being ſtill united to. Chri 


| b, do reſt in their Graves i, 3. 
ou the ReſurreCtion E. | N on, a: 4 — 
. Q. bet Benefits do Believers receive from Chriſt at the iv. 14. 
rc rection 7 <a as. | g . 1Ifai. Ivii. 2. 
us 1. At the Reſurrection, Believers being raiſed up in Glory 1, 2% Kix. 
oe openly acknow and acquitted in the Day of Judg- J 1 cor. 


t m, and made pe 
Eternity o. | -— ma Xs 
9. Q. What is the PRES God vr ag of Man? * 1 Joh. il, 


y bleſſed in the full enjoying of God u, xv. 43- 


. The Duty which requireth of Man, is Obedience to a. 

revealed Will p. 01 Theſ. 

d. Q. What did God at firſt reveal to Man for the Rule FA. ; 
WO bedience ? 5 ; 

The Rule which God at firſt revealed to Man for his O- 

ience, was the moral q Law. 9 Rom. ii. 


1. Q. Where is the moral Law ſummarily comprebended? , 15. 
. The moral Law is ſummarily comprehended in the Ten 
nmandments r. r Deut. x. 4, 
g. Q. What is the Sum of the ten Commandments ? Matt. xi. 
: The Sum of the ten Commandments, is to love the Lord ?7* 
God with all our Heart, with all our Soul, with all our 
neth, and with all our Mind, and our Neighbour as our 

| s Matt. xxii, 


es 5, 
z. Q. What is the Preface to the ten Commandments ? 37» 38, 39, 
The Preface to the ten Commandments is in theſe Words, . 
th: Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the Land 
eypt, out of the * of Bondage t. 8 
1 2 What doth the Preface to the ten Commandments, ** 
us 


. The Preface to the ten Commandments teacheth us, 

becauſe God is the Lord, and our God and Redeemer, 
Nefore we are bound to keep all his Commandments u. Deut. xi, 
... Which is the firſt Commandment ? 11 
The firſt Commandment is, (Thos ſhalt have no other 74, 75. 


dL before me. — nol 
Ve g. Q. What is required in the firſt Commandment ? — - 


6 The firſt Commandment requireth us to know u, and vi. — 
- Wowiedge God to be the only true God, and our God x, y Matt. v. 
to worſhip and glorify him accordingly y. . 
7. Q. What is forbidden in the Ly Commanament ? =y A 
. The firſt Commandment forbiddeth the denying z, or not . Rom. i. 
hipping and glorifying the true God, as God a, . 20, 2. 
2 


56 0 ee send. 5 ; 


b P. God and ; har Worſhip and Glory to 
bart. 1. . is nd the | boy of 


oth: e gr bn whe 


wa) in 
Wa" - ENCE me * che firſt Commandn 
reach us, that God ngs, taketh notice of, 
4 Pal. xliv, is much diſpleaſed with the Sin of . other God d. 
| 20,81 ' 49. Q. Which is the ſecond Commanament 
2 The ſecond 1 9 alt not mak 
. thee any graves Image, or an exeſs any_Thing 4 
5 Heaven above, ay: is is the Ns bent or that 
the Water under the Earth: Thos ſbalt not bow dows 
to them, nor ſerve —— For I the Lord thy God am @ je 
| God, wiſcting the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Children, 
the "third and four eneration of them that hate "be, 
ſhewing Mercy unto thouſands of them that love me, and 
my Commandments.). 
50. Q. What is required in the ſecond Commendment! 
A. The ſecond Commandment requireth the receiving, 
„ Deut · ſerving e, and keeping pure and entire all ſuch R | 
xxxii, 46. ſhip and Ordinances, as God bath appointed in his Word 
Wes ri. 5 1. Q. What is forbidden in the ſecond Commandment ? i, + 
FDent, xii, Z. The ſecond Commandment: forbiddeth the worſhigy, 
42. of God by Images g, or any other Way, not appointed in 
1 Word h. 
bl ins. 52. Q. What are the Reaſons annexed to the ſreond 
mandment ? 
7 5 — annexed ** hy ſecond in wt; wo 
F are God's Sovereignty over us i, his riety in ys and 
4 Zea he bath for his own Worſhip /. * 2. 2 
& Pal. xlv. 53. Q. Which is the third — 8 
11 A. The third Commandment is, (Thow ſhalt not tale 
xxxiv, 14. Name, of the Lord thy God in vain, for the Lord will 1 
im guiltleſs that taktth his Name in vain.) + © 
54 Q. What is required in the third — t 
A. The third Commandment requirerh the holy and 
= Pfal. xcyi. rend Uſe of God's Names m, Titles, Attributes u, of dinanc 
— iz, Wordp, and Works . 
3, 4. 55. Q What is forbidden in the third W | 
„ Eccl, v. _— \ 00 ware. forbiddeth all prophaninf 
p Pfal, Ns tt an oy wharedy God makes himſelf known 


g Joon bat is the Reaſon annexed to the third 


7 Mal. ti 2. wy” "The Reaſon annexed to the third Commandment is 
however the Breakers of this Commandment may eſcape 
niſhment from Men, yet the Lord our God will not ſufier | 
to 2 his righteous Judgmentss. | 

7 rr 58, . Which is the fourth Or gy wats ? 


x 


SY 2 as Superiovs 4 ad 
g — . * and Relation, 3748" 27 A * 


3 What is fifth Commandments? \ 3. 
} ber. 1. \M. FN ren Jugs 


Rr ti. 9: 6: ddingy an) W the Honaar and Dury 

15 K bro Ran nd is „ 

8 f 

* — NN Reaſon een, r. 

| A. "The Resa annexed to the. Bk Commences h 
Promiſe of long Life" and Proſperity (as fur as it ſhall ſetve 


God's Glory, and their —— 
2 vi. ö * 
Q Which is the 
A. The fixth 3 — 1 is (Thon 3 not hill, | 
„68. Qi What is.required'im the fixrh Cynnandment'? * 
Plal, A. The ſixth Commandment requireth all law ful Endeave | 
4. to r owt Life, and the Life of ochers os. 
ST | | 9. Q. What is bidder in the th. Commandment 2 - 
| pes wi A. The ſixth Commandment eth the taking; 
of our on Lifep, or the Life of our Neighb ur: Auf 
pe WT 6. and whatſoever tendeth thereunto r. 
Nee. 70. Q. Which is the ſeventh Commandment ? 


20. - A. The ſeventh Coramandwene is (Thow- {bald os. 0 n 


k iv. 4. Auulter 59 | 
„ 72. Qt: What is required in the ſrornth — 
5 2 The-ſeventh; Commandmenr- requi 
. 24, - - - Of our owns, and « 


1 n 
ich is the eig 
= E . A 2 778 eighth Commandment is, —--4 7k — 
a Rem. 4 74. Q. What is required in the eight: andment > 
A. The eighth Commandment f6qliretl» the lawful x 
Prov, xvi — and furthering the Wealth; add ourward Eſtate: of 
- , ING W and others e. 
Q- What is forbidden us ibo eighth Commandment? - 
Phil * 2 The hth Commantitnent forbiddeth — 
1 _— or may anal hinder — on a5 or our Non Ve 
19. or. ourward, Eſtate e. f | 
 eProv i. 76. Which is the irrt Commanalweuts?' 
> on 4: The ninth Commandment-is,' (Thon Hoalb nos bear f 
Witneſs againſt thy Neighbour.) | 
i Q What is required in the ninth Commandment ?' - 
A. The ninth Commandment yequireth-the maintaining 
promoting of N n * 


7 , 


ae 2 1 
| EI ma —_— 


; bo he wind Omemandnine > = — *J 
b Commandment fordidderh wharſoeveris rr. 
4 e jr ee e 
8 d Names. 

7 


A. The renth — is, — hate whr cover 2 Kiva 
bor None, thou fbalt nor cover Thy Nowhbout's Maſe 3: 
his Man-Ser want vor bis Maid. Ser uam, aur bis © 25 

4 Aſs; wor un) Thing that is thy Neighour t. 

$0. Q. What is requived in the Tenth Commandment + 

A. The tenth Commandment Tequiteth ful . 
th our own 1 4 —— charitable Frame = Beb. Xi. 
Spirit rowards our Nei r, and ul that is his o. 5. 

g. Q. What is —— | 158 
A. The — mand ment forbiddeth all le wont of. ont — 
ith our own te p, envying or grieving at rhe oth 4, 5, 6. 
eighbour 7, and all — — 5» ns to any . 4 
ing that is his. 78. — 
AY Is any Man avle perfeltly to keep the — AR 

Go 

4. No mere Man fince the Fall is able in this Life per — 

keep the Commandments of God , but daily doth 1 1 
tem in Thought r, Word 8, and Deed wu. 

83. Q. Are all Tranſs + wt of the Law equally heinous i [Gn " 
A. Some Sins in themſelves, and by reaſon of ſeveral Ag-2 f as. 
wations, are more heinous in the Fr of God than others x. Jam. ii. a. 

84. Q. What doth every Sin deferve B55 oi 1 
A. Every Sin deſerveti God's wrath and curſe, boch in this © 
fe, and that which is to come y. y Galdiits, 

8. Q. What doth God require of us, that ue may gem Mar nem 

s Wrath and Curſe due to us * fo Sin? 

A. To cape the Wrath and Curſe of God due to 1 

n, God requireth of us Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Repentance un- 

Life z, with the diligent uſe of all the outward Means, = As aw. . 


- Whereby Chriſt communicateth to us the Benefits of Redemp- 27+ 
Noa. . a Prov. ii. 


86. Q. What * — 172355. 

A. Faith in is 4 faving es, whereby we z Ru x % 

ceive e, and 1 pon him alone for Salvation a, as he ho 34 12. * 

tered to us in the Goſpel. 5 | ta . 

$7. Q. What is Repentance unto Life ? 0 al. 
Gracef, whereby FAL 


A. Repentance unto Life is a ſaving 
mer out of à true fenſe of his Sing, and a fon of che g Aci. 33, 


ere of God it Chpilt &, 1 with Ortef and Hatred n Is 


s 


: 
_ 
* 
: 


we nr Carens un. 
= + Jer. xxxi; Sin turn from it unto God i, with full purpoſe of, and em 
3 127 vour after new obedience k. 5 MN | 
k 59. 38. Q. What are the outward Means whereby Chriſt a/. 
=  miunicateth to us the Benefits of Redemption ? / = * 

A. The outward and ordinaty means whereby Chriſt ca. 
| | municateth to us the Benefits of Redemption, are his Ordin 
Tad n. ces, eſpecially the Word, Sacraments, and Prayer , all w 
, 4. are made effectual to the Elect for Salvation. J 
| 809. Q How is the Word made effectual to Salvation} 
A. The. Spirit, of God maketh the reading, but eſpeci 
the preaching of the Word, an effectual means of convinci 
„pal zi, ànd converting Sinners m, and of building them up in 
"x: and Comfort thro' Faith u, unto Salvation o. Noor 


2 1 Thel. go. Q. How is the Word to be read and heard, that it 
1. 6. become effefiual to Salvation ? 


Nom. Er. 7 That the Word may become effectual to Salvation, 
# Prov. vi. Maſt attend thereunto with Diligence p, Preparation 3, a 
-34 Prayer r, receive it with Faith s, and Love ?, lay it up ine 
92 Pet- fl. Hearts x, and prattiſe it in our Lives u. : 
„pfl. cin 91. Q. How do the Sacraments become eſßectual means of 
28. vation? a ra $4 wk 13-3 

s Heb. iv. 2. A. The Sacraments become effectual means of Salvatic 


"ex The: not from any virtue in them, or in him that doth admin 
« PGL cxix. them x, but only by the Bleſſing of Chriſt, and the Work bol 


11. of his Spirit, in them that by Faith receive them y. 
w Jam.i. - ga. Q. What is a Sacrament? + | | 
25. , C x REY 
21 Cor, ii. A. A Sacrament is an holy Ordinance inſtituted by Chi 
7. wherein by ſenſible Signs, Chriſt and the Benefits of the 6 
vr Pet. ii. a1. Covenant are repreſen:ed z, ſealed and applied to Believers 4. 
1 ri. 93. Q. What are the Sacraments of the new Teſtament ? 
2 Rom. i. A. The Sicraments of the new Teſtament are Baptiſm 
11. and the Lord's- Supper c. 28 
1 *. 94. Q. What is Baptiſn? | 
N A. Baptiſm is a Sacrament, wherein the waſhing with W 
23. ter, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
tt. Holy Ghoſt 4, doth ſignify and ſeal our ingrafting into Chrill 
| amxvii. 19. and partaking of the Benefits of the Covenant of Gracee, 
1 .. our —_— be the Lord's 1 1 1 2 | 
. Fn, 95. Q, To w is Baptiſm to be admiuiſtred? 
© * 7 e Baptiſm is not to be adminiſtred to any who are out 
the viſible Church, till they profeſs their Faith in Chriſt, : 
Ads h. 41. Obedience to him g; but the Infants of ſuch as are Membe 
6 Gen. xvü. of the viſible Church are to be baptized h. 
/ Fark 96. Q. What is the Lord's-Supper ? | 
38, 39. A. The Lord's-Supper is a Sacrament, wherein, by giv 
= - and receiving Bread and Wine according to Chriſt's appolt 
I Lukexxii, ment, his Death is ſhew'd forth i, and the worthy Receive 
20. are not aſter a corporal and carnal manner, but by Faith, 3 


r 


1 ä * 2 N 4 * * * „ 
F | a * 
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of his Body and — a bs se, to heir 
| 2 nouriſhmenc and h in Grace tl. oY pow. 
„ 9 ir 4 v6 the ee ofthe eise 


; 1 ieee 1 
Lender ape, chat they examine themſelves of their Know- | 
eo diſcern 1 }, of their Faith to feed upon x C . 
1m, of their R 1, {cate and new Obedience p, 28, 29. 1 
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al =. 73 
. mu ie. Py == a: ey 72 
Prayer is an ing up up of our Deſires to Godr, fors Cn. 
2s agreeable to his Wills, in the Nane of Chriſt's, with #7 Cor.v.5, 
eſſion of our Sins u, and thankful Acknowledgment of bisf 1 Ce. 
rciesW. . 
99 9 Rule bath God given for our Direction in Proper? 1 o Pl. la 
whole Word of God is of uſe to direct us > yy 
yer x, but che ſpecial Rule of Direction is chat Form afa7. g 
Der wits Chriſt taught his Diſciples y, commonly called, Joh. . 
* s Pra 
bo. Q What doth the Preface of the Lord's Prayer teach us} w e 
15 Preface of the L Cs Prayer, which is, (Or Father, 6. * Ba 
th art in Heaven) teach#th'-us to yy 2 near to God with“ x Job. v. 
oly 5 25 — 9 4 as * to tb 7 Mate-vi 
r, able an ro We s Iſa. Ixiv. 
N hdr gs. fn 
ol at do ue pra in t Peęition 
ln the firſt 8 which is, (Hallowed be thy _ 
pray, that God would enable us and others to glorify him uU. 
* 222 he maketh himſelf ns and that Pn 
d diſpoſe all things to his own Glo 23 
02, Sn py. pray for in the 1 Petition? . 
In the ſecond Petition, which is, (Thy Kingdom come) we 
that Satan's Kingdom may be deſtroy'd f, and that the — 
dom of Grace may be advanced g, ourſelves — 
| ught into it, and kept in it E, and that the Kingdom of x? * 
1 may be haſtned i. D 
03. Q What do v pray for in the third Petition? | Rom. L 1. 
| tn the third Petition, which is, (Thy Mill be done on er xxil, 
th, as it is in Heaven) we pray, that God by his Grace 
ld make us able and willing to know, obey &, and ſubmit i Pol. exix, 
is Will in all things /,-as the Angels do in Heaven m. 242.35» 36. 
0. th do we pray for in the fourth Petition? 3 
In the fourth Petition, which is, (Give us this Day our ? el 
Bread) we pray, that of God's free Gift we may receive 20, 23. | 
mpetent Portion of the gcod things of this Life a, and en- n Prov xxx. 
wehhbis Bleſſing with them 0. 


5. Q. What do we proy for in the fifth Petition: * 
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